













































Per ae FV Awe 





a ee 


cad! i Eitinent 











ew 


ite 


Np ERS Shee Bere Pe 





Oe Sums 


Copyright, 1946, by The a School Times Co. Entered as second-class matter 4 
of March 3, 1879. Entered as second-class 





pol Cines 


16, 1879, at the post office at Philadelphia, Pa., under 
matter at Post office, Ottawa, Canada. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A. 


Philadelphia, March 9, 1946 
Volume Eighty-eight, No. 10 


$2.25 a year, in clubs, $1.75 
See page 223 . 





Lesson for March 24 in this issue 


Lesson 12.—A People Gains National 
Consciousness. 1 Samuel 1 to 7. 
Notes on Open Letters: 
Does Kagawa Teach True Christian 





RT Te Cee ee 198 
Beacon Lights in War-Torn France. II. 
SE Oo oa Qaacivepoececnaves 199 
A Survey of Religious Life and Thought. 
Tp Bement GorGem .. 2... ies ckek ences 200 
Creation or Evolution? I. By Arthur I, 
I, Sn. Demee.. v.y- vavciescoenes 203 
“My Father.” (Poem.) By: the Rev. J. C. 
Pere 204 


“Christ — The Lord.” My Capt. Henry w. 
ERS ee Fy 
You CAN Teach! By Peggy Davidson ... 204 


International Uniform Lesson ....... 205-214 
The Young People’s Prayer Meeting. By 
John W. Lane, Jr. ..... 214 
Archaeological Sidelight. By Joseph P. 
Free, Ph.D. .... 216 
Bible Memorizing in Country Schools. By 
a I I a ee ee 217 
CR OT MN Soo ic os Sc.6snbbec seers ecu 220 
Family Worship. By E. M. Wadsworth, D.D. 222 
we 
More Time 
By Ruth Erickson 
MUST not wait till Christmastime 
again is here 


To do the things that can be done 
throughout the year; 
I must pot spend approaching hours 
in busy ways, 
Or let the hectic whirl and din of 
festal days 
Drown out the angels’ song. For I would 
have more time 
To tread where stars bend dewn to hear 
the carols chime! 


More time! More time to meditate and 
call His name, 
And feel a rushing, surging joy because 
He came; 
To lift my eyes up to God’s candles in 
the sky, 
And hear the rush of wings above the 
night wind’s sigh; 
A quiet, holy time, where I can 
reverently 
Renew the faith that first I knew at 
Mother’s knee! 


Worship in the Home 

Christian parents know the value of 
family worship. But how many of us 
are faithful in having it daily in our 
own homes? Some weeks ago an edi- 


torial writer in the New York Times 
gave most of his column ‘to Sunday radio 
programs in the late afternoon and eve- 
ning. He felt that the radio was at least 
one means of keeping the family to- 
gether. But it was easy to detect a wist- 
ful note in his conclusion, for he said: 
“Our Sundays are not what they once 
were. The evening church service has 


_ almost disappeared, at least in the cities. 


. Family worship is so rare as to be 
virtually nonexistent. Few , families 
gather, as they once did, for the reading 
of a chapter from the Scriptures, or 
for that matter of any good book. These 
were once Sunday, and in some homes 
everyday, customs. . . While giving 
thanks for the good things radio does 
for Sunday evening in the home, we 
may still wish that it had at least one 
great radio persenality of a spiritual or 
at least serious quality that could hold 
the attention of the family, old and 


young. Is there no great preacher or 
teacher who can compete for a Sunday 
evening hour?” (Had he ever listened 
to Charles Fuller? But Mr. Fuller and 
other sound radio preachers have now 
been deliberately denied the use of Sun- 
day evening hours.) Reading between 
the lines, one may surmise that this 
writer has known something of family 
worship, and is now making a guarded 
plea for a return to it. No campaign 
will ever establish it in every home in 
the country. But is it observed daily 
in every household represented by the 
large family of Tres readers? Is it 
held by the families which read the 
many other fine Christian journals in 
our land? If family worship were the 
daily custom in these thousands of 
homes, it would not only sweeten and 
stfengthen these families, but its in- 
fluences would spread out far beyond 
them. 


6 


The Throne of Grace 


Lord is never behind time — 
or before; and He makes His plans 
and prepares for them. 

Thus in the wilderness He prepared 
plans for dwelling in the midst of His 
people in the Tabernacle; to travel with 
them all the way to the Promised Land. 
But they were a sinful people, prone 
to disobey and backslide, so He designed 
a way that, typically, should be a lesson 
for all time—a way through atoning 
blood. 

Once a year the high priest, divested 
of his garments of glory and beauty and 
robed only in white, must offer a sin 
offering, take the blood within the holy 
of holies, and sprinkle it before and 
on the mercy seat, while the people 
awaited in suspense his return, the sig- 
nal that atonement for the ensuing year 
had been made for the congregation. 

The blood of bulls and of. goats could 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Having ... obtained help of 
God, I continue . . . witnessing” | 








(Acts 26:22). 








never take away sin, but typified and 
anticipated the atoning work of the Son 
of God on Calvary and His entry by 
virtue of His own blood, on behalf of 
His people, into the holiest. Thus we 
read in Hebrews: “Let us therefore 
come boldly” (Heb. 4:16). Who? Be- 
lievers. To what place? The throne 
of grace. Why? To “obtain mercy,” 
not merely to make request, 

All believers, those accepted in the 
Beloved, through the one offering are 
now priests in God’s sight, and know 
the meaning of the laver for frequent 
cleansing before service. They learn, 
too, of the Bread of for sustenance, 
of the Light in which life must be lived, 
and of the place of intercession before 
the veil that hid the holy of holies, 
which contained only the Ark of the 
Covenant with its golden lid and cheru- 
bim, between and over which shone the 
Shekinah glory. For the mercy seat 
was God’s throne on earth. 

Christ has fulfilled all these types of 
the way of access and opened for us 
a new and living way through the veil, 
that is to say, His flesh, which was rent 
at Calvary. 


Now therefore, because the way is 
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open, let us come boldly —not: to a 
veiled, earthly mercy seat, but to the 
very holy of holies, the presence of God, 
in any place where we are; for His 
throne is. not localized anywhere on 
* earth, but it is in Heaven, and we-enter 
by. faith, 


The blood-stained mercy seat was the 
ground of acceptance of Israel as a 
whole, and Christ is our Mercy Seat. 
His blood shed once for all (not once 
a year) is our guarantee of acceptance 
for ever. 

It used to be death to approach; now 
it is death not to approach. 


The ark and its golden lid were the 
first items of furniture commanded, with 
the gracious words to Moses: “There 
I will meet with thee, and I will com- 
mune with thee from above the mercy 
seat” (Exod. 25:22). It was the trysting 
place, even while the veil hung between 
God and man. Communion implies two 
parties to meet and hold converse. Now 
the veil has been rent forever, from 
the top to the bottom--significant 
‘words ! 


Is i easy to find our way to the throne 
of grace? Not if Satan can hinder us 
‘By ‘driy means’ possible. Note its New 
Testament name: it is a fhrone where 
grace reigns. Law condemned merci- 
lessly; grace meets us at the throne. 
Oh! why do we approach so seldom? 
There are many hindrances. One is 


work — there is so much that “must be* 


done,” and “there is no time”! Another 
hindrance is our own spiritual dullness, 
but that is a great reason for coming! 
Dullness is cured by tarrying at the 
throne of grace, for there we may find 
mercy for past failure —and who is un- 
conscious of that? —and “grace to help 
in time of need.” 

“I have laid help upon one that is 
mighty” (Psa. 89:19), and no problem is 
tog complex for Him to solve; no weak- 
‘Ress.too great for His strength to un- 
dertake; indeed it was out of weakness 
that heroes of old» were made strong — 
and nowadays the same process is at 
work. Does it not require grace to live 
a Christian life at home? Surely it is 
either the place of the greatest failure 
or the greatest victory!. Every heart 
knoweth its own bitterness, and a man’s 
foes shall be they of his own household, 
and yet we forget this too often and 
wonder why our path is so thorny! 

Is it easy to. live to glorify God in 
business life? Some say it is impossible, 
but that is untrue. It can be done— 
at a cost——and then only by constant 
‘recourse to the throne of grace. There 
tis no place into which God has put us 
where He cannot enable us. Think of 
‘it!) There is no reproach at the throne, 


‘throwing our mistakes and‘sins at us—. 


the Devil does. that, not the God of all 
grace. He who receives us at the throne 
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endured the contradiction of sinners 


against Himself and knows the sting and’ 


the rankling ‘of every wound. Believers 
undergoing petty persecutions are apt 
to forget that they are leveled at them 
because they belong to Christ. Homes 
would be much pleasanter if all were 
agreed. as to Him! 


We are bidden to come that we may 
obtain. The throne is a place to do 
business, to get something done. It is 
the secret place in which the resources 
of God are obtained in order that the 
résult may be “rewarded openly.” 

Yes, the throne of grace is a place of 
secret’ dealing with God. He says 
“Come,” so He is there first. Is it not 
well to wait quietly in His presence 
before speaking? Then, there is noth- 
ing we may not say to Him; the over- 
burdened heart may be poured out be- 
“fore Him without reserve; He never 
gives away any confidences, never be- 
trays any trust;i\but He has a marvelous 
way of going before us and straighten- 
ing out tangles, difficult interviews, of 
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relieving burdens; His gracious Spirit 
often suggests the wording of a letter, 
the conduct of business, the finding of 
a mislaid possession, the treatment of a 
wayward child. But, be it remembered, ~ 
the promptings of the Spirit are always 
in harmony with Scripture, never other- 
wise. 


The trysting place is also for His ck‘l- 
dren to approach together, on occasion, 
in intercession.’ Come boldly! When? 
There is no time-limit — we individually 
may live in uninterrupted communion 
with God, even when the mind and 
hands are occupied with other matters. 
But those who so live value more than 
others the set-apart time at the Throne, 
be it long or short. 


It is safe to say that the One who in- 
vites to the Throne takes the most 
pleasure in the communion there, for His 
love exceeeds ours. It is where eagles’ 
wings are found; strength is obtained 
for running, endurance for the humdrum 
walking without fainting. 

“Let us therefore come boldly.” 


Notes ON Open Letters | 


Does Kagawa Teach 
True Christian Doctrine? 


Please send me two copes ot of an 

Kagawa a Safe Teacher’? 

a on Some of our boys are a. . 

im and writing about him.—A Cali- 
fornia reader. 

Ten years ago THE SunpAy ScHOOL 
Times published a sixteen-page leaflet 
bearing the title given by the California 
reader, and containing two articles that 
were published in the Tumes, November 
'16, 1935, and February 22, 1936. The 
igupply of these leaflets has long since 
been exhausted, and there has not been 
enough demand for them to warrant re- 
printing. 

The leaflet bore the title of the first 
article. The title of the second article, 
included in the pamphlet, was “Does 
Kagawa Preach Christ’s Cross?” Briefly, 
the Trmes’ answer. to both questions was 
“No.” The articles were not based on 
hearsay. They were written by the 
present Editor, who had previously read 
three of Kagawa’s books. Two of these 
he had reviewed in the Tuwes: “Love 
the Law of Life” (May. 10, 1930) and 
“The. Religion of Jesus” (July 16, 1932). 
The third was “Meditations on the 
Cross,” which is the basis of the second 
section of the pamphlet. 

The Trowes gave Toyohiko Kagawa 
credit for the self-sacrificing work he 
was then ‘doing among the poor people 
of Japan. “For years he lived by choice 
in the slurns' among the people with 
whom he is spending his life. . . . He 
was at ‘that time (1929) in charge of 
three. Christian churches, one in each of 
his settlements in Tokyo, Osaka, and 


Kobe. He felt called to help the needy 
and the sick, to educate the slum boys, 
and to preach on the streets. He was 
largely responsible for the development 
of the Japan Federation of Labor, and 
he organized the National Peasants’ 
Union of Japan. He had a slogan for 
his activities, ‘One Million Souls for 
Christ in Japan!” But the Towes went 
on to say: “Unless Mr. Kagawa has 
radically changed his views since the 
publication of two of his books in Eng- 
lish . . . the Gospel for which he stands 
is ‘another gospel.’ One is at least re- 
minded of Paul’s warning to the Gala- 
tians: ‘I marvel that ye are so soon 
removed from him that called you into 
the grace of Christ unto another gospe!’ 
(Gal. 1:6, 7).” 

The following quotations from Kag- 
awa’s books should suffice to convince 
Bible-believing Christians that he does 
not accept the Bible as the Word of God, 
or preach the true Gospel, and that he 
is far from being a safe teacher: 

“The Atonement means a re-action in 
which self is melted in the perfect cru- 
cible called Christ.” 

“Love knows no death. This is the 
meaning of the cross.” 

“Paul derived this material {1 Cor. 


12: 12-27] from an ancient Roman par- 
able.” 


“Thus discovering the marvelous fact 
of an elaborate cosmic design, we can- 
not but feel that there exists a Being 
in the universe great beyond our power 
to imagine. Whether this being should 
be.called.God ornot,I.do not-know.”.. 

(Continued on page 222) 
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Ik Becttn Lights in War-Torn France 


The comfort of nightly prayer meetings in concentration camps 


T WAS 3.30 p.m. on Friday, Decem- 
ber! 6 1940, when, after our lonz 
and tiring journey from Paris, we 
‘got out of our prison train and were told 
by: our warders that we had arrived at 
Besan¢on in the Doubs, It was a strange 
arrival of four trainloads.of British cap- 
tives, the, youngest ‘a few days old (a 
newborn babe.that' had been arrested 
with fts. young mother), the oldest an 
aged couple of nearly ninety years who 
were soon walking arm in arm down 
the, station; but both died ‘the ‘following 
day, Aot separated in death; The mother 
‘and the baby also died a few.days later. 
I, had scarcely descended from the 
train when, to my joy, I saw. my be- 
loved parents getting, out at the opposite 
end of. the platform,.and. realized -that 
the promise I had received from the 
Lord in the middle of the night had 
been wonderfully accomplished by Him. 
“Thus the four of.us were marvelously 
reunited and joined in the remarkable 
procession of people who were sent on 
foot to the great, grim French barracks 
of Vauban. After a time of confusion, 
when we were told to sort our luggage 
out and the men were sent to their 
future “home,” the women were. directed 
to turn to the: left and find a room to 
sleepin. .The ‘terrible mattresses we 
“were expected to lie on were heaped 
‘in the rain in the barrack square. We 
were told to drag them in. There was 
*a?stampede of frantic-people- fighting 
to get the least filthy rooms. . 


My Father Disappears ° 


We found ourselves in a room. with 
about, twenty-six others after what 
seemed like ten years. of fighting and 
struggling to make our way up to fhe 
second story. My father had promised 
to meet us at ten o’clock the following 
tricrning in the*large barrack square. 
Twill not‘go into details as to the hor- 
rer of our first night in that place of 
‘untold tragedy ‘and misery! suffice’ it’ to 
say ‘that‘we who knew the Lord were 
most gloriously conscious that He would 
mot allow us to be tried above that 
which? we. were’ able, ‘but would with 
the trial make a way of estape. 

, |. At ten: o’clock: the following morning 
we issued forth’ to meet my father at 
the appointed. place. He was: not. there ! 
tt. was .pauring rain; such a quagmire 
of mud and slush I have scarcely . ever 
seen. Our feet got rapidly wetter and 
‘wetter.’ "We ‘made or way to the men’s 
quarters where I recognized &° than “who 
“had traveléd down with us from Paris. 
*t confided our ‘anxiéty about my father 
‘not having comie td ‘this rendezvous. He 
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By RUTH SALWEY 


The sufferings of war bring together 
true believers, showing that they are 
indeed one in Christ. It was Mr. 
Pullen, director of the Spezia Evan- 
gelical Mission in Italy, who led a 
group of worshipers in the concen- 
tration camp in France in singing 
one of John Newton’s beloved old 
hymns, and then brought them a 
message of comfort from the Scrip- 
tures. This is the second article by 
Miss Salwey, secretary of the “One 
by. One” Band in France. The series 
will be concluded next week, 





his name all over the house.” This we 
did, but there was no sign of him any- 
where, neither had anyone seen him on 
the previous night. My mother was 
greatly alarmed and feared he might 
have lost his memory. As we were 
leaving this forbidding block of build- 
ings that constituted the men’s prison, 
a friend of mine from Paris beckoned 
to me with a very anxious look on her 
face and, in a whispered*undertone, told 
me that the rumor was going round that 
an old man had been carried out dead 
from the men’s quarters at nine o’clock 
on the previous night and was reported 
to be lying in the mortuary under Ger- 
man control, a place to which none of 
the prisoners were allowed entrance. I 
implored my friend to get in touch 
with those most qualified to approach 
the German authorities and get accurate 
information; and meanwhile my old 
friend, Miss Christie, and I decided that 
we must do everything to. keep this 
terrible rumor away from my mother. 


For seven hours we had to bear this 


‘suspense. At about five o’clock that 


‘afternoon the door of our long, dreary 
room opened, and my friend, with a 
radiant face, rushed in to say that my 
father had been discovered tucked up 
in bed in the Military Hospital of St. 
Jacques, where, with many other aged 
and ill British prisoners, he had been 
transferred as unfit for the prison camp. 
There was no question of our being 
allowed to see him just then, but you 
can judge of our relief and gratitude 
to God at such an answer to prayer; 
and quite spontaneously I felt we must 
share our joy with our fellow internees 
around, us who had known ‘of our 
anxiety. I said to thems “Would you 
think’ it a little strange if I offered up 
@ prayer to God to thank Him for hav- 
ing taken care of my father? Wapare 
missionaries in Paris.” They unani- 


in“ced! We would be 


PmArectes cei F. fear. 
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glad for you to do so,” and in French I 
poured out my heart to the God who 
answers prayer and the Father whose 
love never let us go. Little did I think 
how He Himself was going to honor that 
prayer only a few hours later. 

We were told that we had to be in 
bed. at nine o’clock when the last Ger- 
man bugle call would sound. About 8.30 
p.m. two English women came up to me 
and said, “We are so heartbroken in 


this place; it would be such a comfort _ 


if you would pray with us again tonight 
before we retire to bed.” And so this 
was the beginning of a series of nightly 
prayer meetings and of many talks with 
broken-hearted women. 


Our First Sunday Service in Camp 


On our second Sunday in the intern- 
ment camp a friend called for us, and 
in a cutting wind we went. across to 
the improvised chapel where the Ro- 
man Catholics had just celebrated Mass 
—a simple room which the Komman- 
datur had lent the Protestants and Cath- 
olics for their worship. We waited in 
a queue to get in, as Mass was not quite 
over. There was already such a crowd 
of Protestants assembled that when 
eventually we got inside there was only 
standing room. -However, my friend got 
a chair for Miss Christie, while she and 
I stood throughout the service; but it 
was such a wonderful hour of worship 
that one forgot all about personal fatigue 
while those sublime old collects and 
prayers of the Anglican Liturgy were 
read by Mr. Pullen (director of the 
Spezia Evangelical Mission in Italy). as 


' he stood before the little table that had 


been covered with a simple white cloth. 
It seemed like a dream to be there, sur- 
rounded by British fellow prisoners, 
many of whom I had known or met in 
Paris and who had worshiped for years 
in the British Embassy Church. 

I remembered how comparatively re- 
cently Mr. Pullen had been appointed 
temporary chaplain to the Embassy 
Church when the official chaplain was 
arrested in September, 1940, and had 
brought comfort to so many of the 
harassed Britishers in Paris; and now 
quite abruptly his ministry was trans- 
ferred to the Besancon Concentration 
Camp where those of us whom he had 
helped in Paris were in still direr need 
of his messages of comfort. 

Standing beside him was Mr. Caradoc- 
Jones, that well-known Welsh evange- 
list who had led a Gospel mission in 
Brittany for many years. He was ar- 
rested in his Breton fur-edged sabots, 
which served him well in the swamps 
of Besancon. A man of deép spiritual- 
ity, he was to leave his mark also in 
the annals of the sufferings, moral and 
spiritual, of the interned British at 
Vauban. 

We had no organ, so Mr. Pullen read 
aloud verse by verse the well-beloved 

(Continued on nane 21#) 
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A. Survey of Religious Life P 


and Thought 


By ERNEST GORDON 


ISAAC NEWTON said that it was 
necessary for the fulfillment of 
prophecy that the means of com- 

munication between all nations should 
be, greatly extended, and that science 
would make such progress as to enable 
men to travel forty miles an hour. Vol- 
taire declared this an illustration of the 
fdlly to which Bible study could drive 
gifted minds. 

What would he have said on learning 
that travel of three hundred miles hourly 
had become a commonplace and that this 
speed was being put to the service of 
the Gospel? 

The Christian Airmen’s Missionary Fel- 
lowship is the title of a coming postwar 
Christian development. In Brown Gold, 
organ of the New Tribes Mission, Chi- 
cago, is printed the testimony of nearly 
thirty service men and women who have 
dedicated themselves to the missionary 
life. And notable is the number of air- 
men among them. Thus Elizabeth Greene 
writes: 

“My flying, accumulated over .the last 
eight years, has been with the definite 
prayer that it be used for His work if 
it be His will. This prayer progressively 
increased from first solo hours, through 
a Civilian Pilot Training Course in 1940, 
and on through twenty months of flying 
with the Army Air Forces as a WASP. 
My joy at being active in the Christian 
Airmen’s Missionary Fellowship is in- 
expressible, simply because here I see 
and find the outworking will of God.” 

‘Lieut. James C. Truxton of the Naval 
Air Corps writes, “As God leads and 
makes possible, my life is His to ‘speed 
the Light’ on ‘Wings of the Wind.’” 

Lieut. Buyers, Navy test pilot, has said, 
“I believe that after this war the Lord 
will greatly use the airplane in every 
part of the world and through practi- 
cally every missionary agency, for 
reaching the last tribe and nation and 

” 


Lieut R. G. Hawley of the Naval Air 
Transport owes.much to Jack Wyrtzen 
for his conversion. While -in the 
air force he has been active in conduct- 
ing prayer meetings, Bible classes, and 
street meetings, in North Africa and 
elsewhere. 

Russell Tuma, Flight Commander, pro- 
poses to teach other New Tribes mis- 
sionaries to fly. 

And there are many more. 


The Rev. Edward Wyman, Nazarene 
missionary, in Northern Peru, writes 
me:..“The Lord has blessed us in a 
literature ministry beyond our fondest 
expectations. In the past two years we 
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have gotten out several hundred Bibles, 
over 2,500 New Testaments, over 25,000 
Scripture portions, over 10,000 other 
books such as Moody’s ‘The Way to God,’ 
and ‘God Is Love,’ Chapman’s ‘Christ 
and the Bible,’ and others, besides hun- 
dreds of pounds of Gospel tracts sent 
to workers in all parts of Northern 
Peru. Some of our books we send to 
Talara for s*ilors passing through this 
port, sailors of different South Ameri- 
can countries. We have the vision of 
an evangelical bookstore in one of the 
larger coastal towns, selling at lowest 
possible costs and making free grants 
like the 2,000 New Testaments recently 
distributed to soldiers in the Piura area. 

“What a thrill to proclaim the un- 
searchable riches of Christ in the open 


_ air in the crowded market. The poncho 


blankets of the mountaineer would in- 
terest you; also the ‘yanqui’ sandals cut 
out of old American auto tires and 
bound on with leather thongs; but above 
all is the expression of interest and 
attention. Once in a while someone 
will ask for a Book of Destiny, or of 
Black Magic, for there is much witch- 
craft in these regions. We are told of 
a pueblo, two days from here by horse- 
back, completely given over to witch- 
craft, which has a magic ‘wishing pond’ 
where many throw their jewelry and 
valuables in the hope of gaining health. 
It has proved a rich haul for the spon- 
sors of the pond when it is cleaned out. 

“At Huancabamba encouraging prog- 
ress. ‘It began with special holy week 
conferences when we spoke on the 
Seven Words of the Cross, a subject 
which appeal: to Catholics and at the 
same time is freighted with Gospel. A 
terrible drunkard was converted and a 
high army official came every night.” 


The Moderator of the British Free 
Church Federal Council this year is Dr. 
R. Newton Flew, principal of Wesley 
House, Oxford, a seminary for training 
ministers. A scholar to his fingertips, 
he is also a preacher who emphasizes 
doctrinal Christianity. In the Christian, 
of London, he writes: 

“I read every day in the 529 hymns 
of the old Methodist hymnbook, pub- 
lished in 1779. A Methodist is a person 
who ysés his hymnbook both in public 
worship and in private prayer, just as 
an Anglican uses his Book of Common 
Prayer. . 

“I am a devotee of Spurgeon and have 

ever since I entered the ministry, 

read a lot of him. I regard him «@s 

the greatest popular preacher the church 
has seen throughout its entire history. 
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You will find the Gospel in every one 
of his sermons; there is something there 
to bring us to God. Ought not that to 
be our aim today?” 


Blessed Be Egypt, organ of the Nile 
Mission Press, wants to see a chain of 
bookshops across North Africa, for it 
is through literature that Moslems are 
best reached. A central bookshop with 
a good assortment of Christian books is 
needed in Tunis. In Algiers and Casa- 
blanca, too, theré are openings for book. 


“shops. Mr. Stanley Miles opened one 


in Sfax, under the shadow of the largest 
mosque, which was visited the first day 
by the imams (Mohammedan priests), 
then by students from the university. 
They were given the tract, “Mercy and 
Judgment.” Later they raided the shop, 
making a bonfire of the stock. In a 
short time, however, and in ansWer to 
prayer, six shopkeepers bought books 
and displayed them on their counters. 
Hakim Effendi, attached to the Nile 
Press, reports selling 14 pounds’ ' (Egyp- 
tian) worth of Christian literature to 
bookshops in all parts of Cairo for sub- 
selling. An atheist in the university, 
whom he dealt with, was converted by 
reading an Arabian translation of a 
tract by Sir Ambrose Fleming entitled, 
“Supfeme Intelligence in Nature.” Of 
his visits to students in the great Mo- 
hammedan University of Azhar, he says: 


Quebec Catholics are planning to col- 
onize in the Peace River country of 
the Canadian’ Northwest. In the Chron- 
icle, an Episcopalian minister tells of the 
methods used. An army of priests and 
lay-brothers descend upon the country- 
side. They build a school or a hospital, 
practice “sheep-stealing” in the grand 


manner, and proceed to collect govern- - 


ment per capita grants. Recently they 
demanded that hospitalization of all In- 
dians be put in their care, together 
with government grants therefor. A 
Roman Church official occupies, govern- 
ment office in Ottawa where all cor- 


respondence relating to Indian and Es 


kimo affairs, including that of Anglicans, 
passes through his hands! 

Similar reports from Ulster — a deliber. 
ate and carefully designed campaign for 
acquiring Protestant property in the six 
counties. Large residences are bought 
and turned into schools and convents. 
Farm after farm passes into Catholic 
hands. Whenever a farm is for sale it 
is snapped up and a Catholic farmer 
settled where before a Protestant lived. 
Irish Catholics are systematically col- 
onized from South Ireland. Certain 
Protestants have been known to buy 
property and farms in Protestant local- 
ities, not for themselves but for Ro- 
manists, who are too crafty to bid for 
them at public auctions. Such Protes- 
tants are compared to traitor Lundy, 
who in the old heroic days of the siege 
of Londonderry turned his coat in the 
interests of the enemies of Protestantism. 


‘ 
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_ "On. these last days of the scholastic 
year , many of the students of the re- 
ligious college were asked to present 
religious these’ in order to obtain their 
doctorate. Some of them were on the 
‘Destiny: of Man in Christianity,’ »some 
on -the ‘Trinity: Amongst Christians,’ 
and so on. .A number of students asked 
me to give them some books which 
would help them on these subjects, and 
I gave them ‘The Lord of Glory,’ ‘The 
Truth of Christianity, “Where Go the 
Dead?’. and ‘The Proof of the Cruci- 
fixion of Christ.’. They have asked me 
to: present books to the college library.” 

Hakim Effendi says. that nineteen 
young man, most of them students in 
the Egyptian University, and some gov- 
ernment. employees, have been con- 
verted. in. connection with his Cairo 
reading room. 


Henri Dunant, the founder of the Red 
Cross, was son of a banker. He had no 
real purpose in life until he was caught 
in a revival movement which, coming 
out of England, spread to the Protestant 
churches of the Continent and led him 
into evangelistic work with the Y.M.C.A. 
in his native town and elsewhere. His 
experience of the dreadful suffering 
after the battle of Solferino turned his 
attention to relief work. “I am writing 
from the battlefield,” he wrote the Coun- 
tess Gasparin. “I am weeping continu- 
ously. Every fifteen minutes for three 
days I have seen a human being die 
in unimaginable agonies.” With Dr. 
Luigi Appia, another evangelical Chris- 
tian, and three others, he issued a call 
to the European governments for the 
formation of an International Red Cross 
Society. The founding congress met in 
1864 with 62 delegates representing 16 
nations, 

Dunant spent his large inherited for- 


,tune in getting the enterprise started 


and ‘was reduced to poverty. This con- 
tinued: until he. was forced to go into a 
local almshouse. Years later he received 
the Nobel Peace Prize but distributed 
the $20,000 in charity. , In 1910.he died 
at «the same almshouse, a_ profoundly 
sincere Christian, although unattached 
to,any: church. In his last testament he 
expressed his distrust of ecclesiastical 
ceremonies, adding, “I am a disciple of 
Christ ag in the first century and nothing 
more.” 


The Palestine Prayer Fellowship is on 
the west side of Union Square, New 
York, ‘a ‘favorite haunt of Jewish radi- 
Calism, “Mrs. Blanche Short, who has 
visited’ among Jews for many years, 
Says that she sees change almost from 
month to month. For five years she 
called, off and on, on a rabbi, to give 
him literature, buf without apparent ef- 
fect. Now he comes to her to get litera- 
ture, first ten, then twenty, now up to 
éighty pieces. He has a secret gathering 
of Jewish men to whom he is distributing 
this literature end evidentw r-esching. 
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His wife is carrying on a similar work 
among women but out of sight. Mrs, 
Short tells me that the Jewish convert 
has an intense impulse to witness — it is 
so new to. him and so real. This gets 
him into trouble. Jews need shepherd- 
ing. Gentile Christians are friendly and 
want to help but do not understand the 
Jewish point of view. She thinks He- 
brew-Christian conventicles would be 
the solution. “If such a church were 
opened in New York it would be packed 
immediately.” 

Mr. George T. B. Davis writes me: 
“Day by day we receive requests for 
New Testaments from Jewish people 
themselves. A few days ago we received 
an interesting letter from New York 
asking for a New Testament in Hebrew, 
‘the language spoken by Moses and the 
holy prophets.’ ‘I pray for the coming 
of Messias, the Son of David. I have 
studied the Talmud but have neglected 
the Prophets. I wish to start a new life.’” 

“The Cross in the Star of David,” by 
Abram Poljak is published by the Jew- 
ish Christian Community, London. Mr. 
Poljak believes that there are many 
secret Christians among the Jews of Pal- 
estine who dare not come out into the 
open until they can organize a Jewish 
Christian colony. Otherwise they face 
boycott to the point of extinction. The 
labor exchanges in Palestine would not 
recommend a Jewish Christian workman 
nor would a Jewish employer employ 
such a one. “Why is it,” he asks, “that 
Jews do not mind if a Jew believes 
nothing, but if we believe too much we 
are looked on as national traitors?” 


Outgrowth of Missions in the Far East. 
—With the passing of the immense 
typhoon of war, the healing influence of 
missions will return. Here are two illus- 
trations from the past. 

Shumpei Homma was brought up in 
extreme ‘poverty. At the age of twelve 
he was apprenticed to a carpenter, and 
at this time read the Bible, being greatly 
impressed by its teachings. The love 
of Christ kindled in him, later on, a love 
for outcaste prisoners, and he set to 
work to help them on their exit from 
prison. He started a marble quarry near 
Shimonoseki, where he. gave them em- 
ployment, working side by’ side with 
them. . After thirty years, more than 
1,500 men became sincere Christians 
through his influence and have returned 
to society as the most reliable_kind of 
workers. Mr. Homma was wont to work 
twelve hours daily in his quarry and 
five. hours in study and writing. Sun- 
days were spent in preaching and in 
giving advice to visitors who came to 
him from all parts. 


Dr. Wilder of Jefferson Academy, 
Tunghsien, organized, before the war, 
a North China Bee Association, and im- 
ported Italian bees, far superior to those 
in China. One boy in the academy who 
heard the lectures on bee-keening, bor- 
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rowed $200 and bought ten hives of bees. 
“He put his bees in our backyard and 
went to work, early and late. He taughit 
the bee classes when Dr. Wilder went 
home and helped with extension classes. 
Five o’clock in the morning saw hig 
among his bees and he was still there 
at eight in the evening. At the end of 
his first year he had paid off’ his debt 
and cleared over a thousand dollars. The 
second year he will clear two thousand.” 

A new industry like this ‘among’ Chi- 
nese Christian farmers will help in’ their 
support of church and school. 


Mission Notes.—Ruanda and Urundi 
are territories lying on the: very. back- 
bone of Africa so that their streams 
flow into both the Congo: andthe Nile: 
They are beautiful, wholesome, attrac- 
tive lands, occupied by the powerfully 
built Batussi people who speak. one lan- 
guage, a people of agreeable traits and 
ears receptive to the Gospel. . In. the 
more remote mountainous sections: are 
many Pygmies. 

Two English doctors, working under 
the Church Missionary Society, Dr, 
Stanley Smith and Dr. Leonard Sharp, 
have built up a network of eight mis- 
sion stations each with its own hospital, 
As many as 50,000 patients flock to the 
outpatient department of one hospital 
alone each year. 

Lately, and in quite a stream, men 
of leadership among this people have 
been truly converted, some of them for- 
mer Roman Catholics, for this is Bel- 
gian territory. During the decade there 
have been revivals which have trans- 
formed the character of the hospital 
personnel and through them passed to 
the patients. 

“Hospital dressers, on fire’ with a de- 
sire to win patients for Christ, will 
spend hours of free time at bedsides in 
urgent pleading and testimony. Preaghs 
ing to. outpatients, assembled in ‘huin- 
dreds, has taken on a new meédning. 
Hardly a sick person comes to the hos- 
pital, from the highest chief to the low- 
est serf, without being approached =~ 
native assistanis.” 

It is noticeable how the little missions 
in Africa are contributing translations, 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson and Mr. ‘and Mrs. 
Hall, all of the Assemblies of God, ate 
finishing one of the New Testament:into 
Moré, the language of three million folk 
in French West Africa. The eritire New 
Testament in Lwena, spoken by a half 
million in Northeast Angola, has been 
made by Mr. Horton of Christian Mis- 
sions in Many Lands. The New Testa: 
ment in Karré is now being printed: It 
was made by Miss Estella Myers of a 
Plymouth Brethren Mission: in ‘French 
Equatorial Africa. Mennonite mission 
aries on the Congo are putting Sti Lake 
into commercial _Kikongo, 


Plans for the New City Temple, ‘Lon- 
don, are being drawn with an altar and 
a nulnit pushed to the side  Phfé’fs 
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opposed by the Christian World, but no 
objection is offered to the plan of a cross 
on the Communion table. On this Mr. 
Kensit aptly comments: “All who have 
to face the movement to undo the work 
of the Reformation know the impor- 
tance of the altar question. In the Ref- 
ormation days altars were ordered de- 
stroyed and nowhere in the Book of 
Common Prayer is the Lord’s table des- 
ignated as an altar. The table is for 
a supper, the altar for a sacrifice. Christ’s 
sacrifice on Calvary was perfect, hence 
no sacrifice remains to be offered on 
earth, but with ever grateful hearts we 
sit at His table. The table tells us of 
our nearness to the Lord; an altar, of 
our distance from Him.” 

And as to the cross on the Communion 
table, an English bishop has said, “No 
one has any right to set anything on 
the Lord’s table other than what He has 
commanded — the bread and the wine.” 
Canon 36 of the Church of Ireland cate- 
gorically forbids the cross on the table 
or on the wall back of the table. 

The Advance, organ of American Con- 
gregationalism, week by week publishes 
pictures of restored, or renovated, Con- 
gregationalist churches. Almost invari- 
ably the renovations are accompanied 
by the introduction of cross and candles 
in the altarlike front of the church. It 
is supposed to give “atmosphere” and 
reverence. 


I noticed in “America,” the Jesuit or- 
gan, a photograph of saluting Mexican 
Sinarquists with an approving account 
of them. A colporteur in Mexico shows 
the reverse of the medal. 

“I arrived at the ranch of Santa Ca- 
tarina and, as is my custom, walked 
along, leading my donkey and calling 
from house to house, offering Scriptures 
to the people. That evening I lodged 
in. the house of some kind people who 
enjoyed hearing the Word of God. I was 
eating when four men arrived at the 
house, asking for the man who was sell- 
ing books. I went out, and one of them 
said to me, ‘Don’t go around selling these 
books here; the Sinarquista Party does 
not want you to sell that class of books 
here.” I showed them John 3:16, but 
they would not listeh. The next day 
they watched me closely until I left 
the place.” 

In Colombia a colporteur traveling on 
a train was asked for a package of Gos- 
pels. On receiving them the man took 
his knife and cut them to pieces and 
threw them out of the window, saying 
in Spanish, “So I will do with some of 
you if you continue selling them.” 

But Mr. Marroquin of the Bible So- 
ciety, Mexico, says that, on the other 
hand, Archbishop Martinez’ anti-Protes- 
tant Crusade, along with many lament- 
able incidents, is bringing sympathy 
among Catholics for the persecuted. 
They are inquiring about Protestants 
and~ Protestantism, buying Scriptures, 
visiting Protestant churches as never 
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before, and even joining them. The 
total distribution of Gospels in Mexico 
by the Salvation Army in the past two 
years now totals two million copies. 


The question of the supernatural birth 
of our Lord is under discussion, and 
any new light is welcome. Dr. Tall- 
madge Root makes a discerning contri- 
bution to ’ subject in the Advance. 
Thus he speaks of the two conceptions 
in the first chapter of Luke. Why, after 
having described that of John the Bap- 
tist, predicted in a vision but purely 
natural, should he have described in 
such different language the conception 
of Jesus? 

Then again, our Lord never spoke of 
Joseph as His father. He never even 
mentioned him; to say nothing of paying 
tribute to him in any way. This was 
wholly contrary to Hebrew instinct and 
tradition. “Honour thy father” was im- 
bedded in the Fifth Commandment. The 
royal line was of “sons of David” and 
David was called “the son of Jesse.” If 
Jesus was the son of Joseph, who in 
Matthew 1:20 is spoken of as the “son 
of David,” why does He never refer to 
Joseph as His father? In One whom we 
revere as the noblest of men such an 
unfilial attitude would be unthinkable. 

Thirdly, Jesus twice deliberately re- 
fused to acknowledge Joseph as His 
father, first when He differentiated His 
real father from His earthly one in the 
words, “I must be about my [actual] 
Father’s business”; later in the words, 
“Whosoever shall do the will of my 
Father which is in heaven, the same is 
my brother, and sister, and mother.” All 
four of the family relationships are 
enumerated, but by “my Father” God 
is referred to as His only Father. 

In })@44 Swedish-American Baptists 
asked the board of managers of the 
American Baptist Foreign Missionary 
Society whether. the said Board, in its 
announced adherence to the New Tes- 
tament as a trustworthy guide to faith 
and practice included, as prerequisite to 
appointment of missionaries, belief in the 
accounts of the birth of our Lord as 
related in the Gospels of; Matthew and 
Luke. Dr. E. V. Pierce, a member of 
the board, moved “that we give to the 
Swedish ‘Baptists, in answer to their 
question, a positive and unequivocal 
"Yes.’” . 

The Board refused by a vote of 12 to 4! 


The Bible in Brazil.— influential 
Brazilian newspaper, Estado de Minas, 
has this to say of the Bible: 

“Do you wish to do something useful 
for your tountry’s good? Would you 
contribute to the greatness of Brazil? 
There is a book which reflects the mind 
of God. That book is a clear map for 
the traveler and a guide to the pilgrim. 
That book sheds light and wisdom upon 
the humblest mind and upon the wis- 
dom of the wisest.” Then after describ- 
ing the contents of the Bible, it con- 
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tinues: “Let us make of every Brazil- 
ian a reader of the Bible and a true 
Christian. Let us make of all Brazilians 
daily readers of the Bible. Let us do 
all within our power to carry the Bible 
to all parts of our country, and we shall 
have made our greatest contribution to 
the well-being of our nation.” 

In spite of Bible burnings and other 
priestly opposition, the demand for the 
Bible outruns supply. Mr. Stapp, mis- 
sionary in Parahiba writes: “So far as 
I know there is not a Bible for sale in 
Campina Grande and perhaps in the 
state. Our need is appalling. I never go 
out of my house without someone ask- 
ing for Scriptures. All our churches 
are in revival which creates demand for 
Scriptures. Hbodw can we carry on with- 
out the Word to place in outstretched 
hands?” Mr. Thomas in North Brazil” 
tells the same story: “I wish the pres- 4 
ent ration could be multiplied by ten. 
Our need is tremendous. I refuse to sell 
to believers, telling them to hold on to 
their old Bibles until we are able to 
receive greater quantities. I have had 
to abandon the idea of colportage work 
in the state as our stock cannot satisfy 
the demand within the capital itself.” 

Similar letters come from other parts 
of Brazil, yet the Bible sales last year j 
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were at record height. 


Brief Notes 


The new Conservative Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society is to take over the Al- 
banian Mission which the American Board 
once operated. Mr. Kennedy turns over 
to it three deeds of mission property in 
Kortcha, Albania. Mr. Edwin Jacques 
and Mr. Kennedy will continue to be 
associated with this work, the. latter 
planning to revive a Christian boarding 
school for boys and girls. So “round 
about Illyricum” the Gospel will again 
be fully preached. 


There is a demand for trained radio { 
workers in Latin America, and the 
World Radio Missionary Fellowship is 
planning a fifteen-day radio course in 
microphone technique, manuscript prep- 
aration, and program production: It 
also has in view a Bible Correspondence 
Course in Spanish and Portuguese which 
would be distributed to local broad- 
casters to instruct Christians through- « 
out South America. 
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inary, in July, the Arts Guild Conference 
discussed such weighty ‘subjects’ as, 
“Trends in Ecclesiastical Architecture,” 
“How to Interpret Religicus Pictures,” 
“Rhythmic Choirs,” “History of the 
Chancel,” “Lyrical Sermons in Light and 
Color,” “the Russian Churches.” 


The Government of Uraguay, a liberal 
state, issued a special postage stamp in 
1945 to commemorate the centenary of . 
the founding of the Y.M.C.A.; Argentine, 


‘one to commemorate a Eucharisti¢ Con- 


gress. 
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Lesson for March 24 


Creation or Evolution? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


One of the greatest issues before the religious world of today 


N THE opinion of many, the greatest 
issue before the religious world to- 

day is a decision on.the question, “Which 
shall I believe, creation or evolution?” 
These two ideas— the only possible ex- 
planations for the universe — are at op- 
posite poles of thought. To accept one 
means to reject the other. The believer 
in creation affirms his faith in a supreme 
being, able to bring all things into ex- 
istence by the exercise of His own in- 
herent omnipotent power. He accepts 
this as a miraculous manifestation of 
deity and sees no other way by which 
the heavens and earth could possibly 
come into existence. The believer in 
evolution, on the other hand, if logically 
consistent, denies the fact or necessity 
of a personal God such as the Bible af- 
firms in its first utterance. 

It would seem to the ordinary indi- 
vidual that the universe, vast in extent 
and varied in its aspects, cannot always 
have existed. It must have had a be- 
ginning. To suppose that this beginning 
could be possible without the aid of 
some Power, in other words, to surmise 
that the universe could cause itself to 
appear, or that this tremendous effect 
requires no adequate Cause, is to pros- 
titute one’s intelligence and to stultify 
reason. 

It must be said for the proponents of 
evolution that they deny inconsistency, 
and claim to be guided by reason rather 
than by faith. While definitely unable 
to account for the origin of anything 
— matter, force, motion, life, species — 
the evolutionist rejects anything savor- 
ing of the miraculous. He has no use 
for the supernatural. . 

The aim of this writing is to show 
that logic, commonsense, and science 
compel the rejection of evolution and 
necessarily an acceptance of creation by 
God. 

It is unnecessary to describe in detail 
the development of the evolutionary idea 
from its earliest beginnings to its pres- 
ent dominant position in the scientific 
realm. Those who find it easy to accept 
the Bible as authoritative believe in the 
existence of a personal God. At the 
same time, they see no difficulty in ac- 
knowledging an opposing personality 
given various Scriptural names and 
commonly known as the Devil. ' 

That this evil being would attempt 
to destroy the faith of mankind in a 
creator is a natural conclusion, To men 
of all ages comes the question, “Whence 
the universe?” To this question be- 
lievers and unbelievers alike have ap- 
plied themselves from the earliest dawn 
of history. 

To this evil personality, granting his 


By ARTHUR |. BROWN, M.D., F.R.C.S, 


With this article, Dr. Brown begins 
a new series of messages on evolution 
that will appear approximately at 
monthly intervals in The Sunday 
School Times. Some of the future 
subjects with which he will deal are: 


“Evolution and the Bible” 
“Evolution and Christianity” 
“The Case for Evolution” 
“The Missing Links” 

“The Failures of Evolution” 
“Does Genesis Stand?” 
“The Testimony of Archaeology” 


Many readers of the Times will 
undoubtedly want to send yearly 
subscriptions to young student 
friends, so that they may have this 
valuable and important series first- 
hand. Just address such subscrip- 
tions, at $2.25 each, to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5, specifying that 
they are to begin with Dr. Brown’s 
evolution series. 








existence, nothing would be more fitting 
than to substitute some such theory as 
evolution for God. 

It is certain that the earliest concept 
of the human mind was that of one God, 
a supreme creator. Monotheism came 
before polytheism, truth before error, 
as is always the case. Although this 
is commonly denied, the discoveries and 
conclusions of the greatest archaeolo- 
gists, men like Leonard Woolley, Stephen 
Herbert Langdon, Flinders Petrie, and 
others of equal eminence, leave us in no 
uncertainty on this point. 

In his monumental work, “Semitic 
Mythology,” Volume V, in an article, 
“The Mythology of All Races,” Profes- 
sor Langdon, the greatest authority on 
cuneiform literature, and for many years 
professor of Assyriology at Oxford Uni- 
versity, writes: 

“Monotheism preceded polytheism and 
belief in gods and evil spirits. I reject 
the totemistic theory absolutely. The 
history of the oldest religion is a rapid 
decline from monotheism to extreme 
polytheism and widespread belief in evil 
spirits. ... It is, in a very true sense 
the history of the fall-of man.” 

That creation was accepted from the 
earliest times is a fact frequently ig- 
nored. The nearer we get to the be- 
ginning of things, the more positive is 
this belief. This seems to be recognized 
by the authors of “Science of Life,” 
Wells, Huxley, and Wells, who write in 
Vol. I, pp. 314-316: 

“Until a century ago, it was commonly 
believed that the world as we know it 


* (7) 203 


today had begun suddenly. It had been 
created with man and all the species 
of beings as we know them today. Great 
numbers of people, including most edu- 
cated people, held to the view with 
great tenacity.. They had adjusted their 
moral and religious ideas to that view, 
and they did not realize these ideas 
were not inseparably dependent upon it. 
All of us are prone to resist changes in 
our fundamental ideas. .. . The idea 
of the earth going round the sun was 
considered to be just as impious in its 
time of novelty as was the idea of evo- 
lution by the Fundamentalists of the 
more backward states today. 

“We are telling the reader ... that 
evolution has occurred. But we are 
making no suggestion yet as to how it 
has been brought about. We are sim- 
ply declaring that life has come to its 
present variety through the modifica- 
tion, year by year and age by age, of 
simpler and less various ancestral types. 
..» We are denying a belief, formerly 
very prevalent, the belief that animal 
species, as they are now, came into be- 
ing suddenly, through some abrupt act 
of creation. That belief has now be- 
come impossible in the face of count- 
less known and established facts... . . 

“We are not attempting any explana- 
tion of this fact of evolution here. . 
There is still a considerable confusion 
in the public mind between the fact 
of evolution and the conflicting theories 
about how it works. Dishonest creation- 
ists, narrow fanatics, and muddle- 
headed people attempt to confuse the 
very wide diversity of opinion among 
scientific men upon the questions of why 
and how, with their assertion of estab- 
lished fact.” 

This characteristic quotation seems to 
indicate a pronounced ‘bias against any 
kind of belief in a creative procéss, The 
confident writers are very sure that evo- 
lution had displaced creation as dn ac- 
ceptable explanation of the universe, 
but while they stress very positively 
the fact of evolution, they do not at- 
tempt to discuss the factors which ‘must 
be present before this theory can be 
made to work. The obvious reason for 
this silence is the impossibility of dis- 
covering satisfactory evidence of its 
operation. Note carefully the naive ad- 
mission: “We are making no suggestion 
as to how it was brought about.” 

The fact of evolution cannot be 
stronger than its factors, and if these 
latter are lacking, there is ample justi- 
fication for rejecting the substitute for 
the creative power of God. 

It surely is pertinent to ask why the 
idea of an incomprehensible and un- 
supported theory is more rational than 
the idea of a God. Is it more reasonable 
and satisfactory to think of a universe 
without a creator, or self-created, set in 
operation by certain laws which are 
called “natural,” and yet for which no 
natural explanation exists? 

The current attitude is illustrated by 
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a statement of Prof. D. M. S.. Watson, 
F.R.S., an eminent British naturalist: 
“The theory of evolution is a theory 
universally accepted, not because it can 
be proved true, but because the only al- 
ternative — special creation—is clearly 
incredible.” 

Obviously, it must be very difficult to 
bring any evidence of creation that 
would be accepted by a mind so closed 
to facts which would invalidate evolu- 
tion. But, as our investigation proceeds 
it will be seen that not only are the 
alleged arguments used to. support an 
animal ancestry for mankind, woefully 
weak, but in addition that the evidence 
for creation is correspondingly strong. 
Thode who stand on the sublime affirma- 
tion,.“In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth,” occupy an im- 
pregnable position, 

PORTLAND, ORES. 


“My Father” 
By the Rev. J. C. Macaulay 


& KNOWS! My Heavenly Father 
surely knows 


~* Phe’ moftal limitations that oppress 


This earthborn frame; the dire distress 
Of surging griefs; the diabolic foes 
That hold the soul ih grim encounter: 
every need 
He knows, and@ all my wants His mercies 
still exceed. ° 


He cares! I know my Heavenly Father 
cares, 

And bids me cast on Him the pressing 
load 

Of dark, foreboding thought. ‘Tis 
mine the road 

Of filia! trust to tread, since He who 
bears, 

In hands omnipotent, the sparrow and 

the ages 


‘Makes me His care, and for my weel 


His might engages. 


He can! My Father’s boundless grace 
can meet 
The high demands of full salvation: 
sure 
His succor in temptation, to endure 
His help sufficient, swift His rescuing 
feet. 
His promises are matched with equal 
powers: the score 
Of all my prayers this motto bears, “He 
can do more!” 


He will! Performance crowns the 
triple grace 
Of: knowledge, care, and power divine. 
What work 
Begun will be performed until the 
murk 
Of time dispels. Complete before His 
face 
I. then shall stand, from pain and tribula- 
: tion. brought, 
While powers supernal loud acclaim, 
“What hath God wrought!” 
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“Chritt—The Lord” 
By Capt. Henry W. Uffelin 


NN THESE dark and heavy days, with 
so many contradictory voices offer- 


ing every sort of panacea for all the 


world’s ills, is it not highly important 
for every true believer in Christ to 
give a clear and ringing witness to the 
realities of the Christian faith and espe- 
cially all the: experiential riches that 
are in the unseen companionship, and 
fellowship ‘of the Lord Jesus Christ? . 

Would it not be a marvelous thing -if 
every Christian could realize the Apos- 
tle Paul’s declaration in 2. Corinthians 
5:16: “Wherefore henceforth know we 
no man.after.the flesh: yea, though we 
have known Christ after the flesh, yet 
now henceforth know we him so no 
more”? It is a remarkable fact that, 
after this, except in three instances, Paul 
never calls Him “Jesus’*’—His human 
name, the name of His humiliation for 
a fallen race as their sin-bearer. And 
yet, throughout all the endless ages*of 
eternity, He will bear the marks of the 
cross, even as John the seer saw Him, 
“And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of 
the throne .. . stood a Lamb as it had 
been slain” (Rev. 5:6). To be sure, 
we must never lose sight of the fact 
that He is the only Saviour for poor, 
lost sinners. 


That some use His human name lightly 
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grieves the heart that thinks of Hiim 
not only as “the man Christ . Jesus” 
but as God—since He is the physical 
incarnation of all thatthe eternal God 
is, was, and ever will be. He is the 
Son given, before He was the child born; 
and He is “The Wonder, The mighty 
God, The Eternal Father, The Prince 
of Peace” (Isa. 9:6). Let us not make 
flippant, and all too free use cf our great 
Saviour’s human name. We thank God 
for it! It was divinely given and sent. 
It is “sweet,” and the memory when -it 
first fell on my ears over thirty years 
ago is still fresh and vibrant with its 
redemptive music. 

Why call Him “Jesus” as so many do, 
and never bear witness to the fact that 
He is the LORD Jesus—Conqueror of 


_, death. and the grave! 


Why not do as Paul did after that 
marvelous revelation came to him? 
After that, with three exceptions, it was 
always “the Lord Jesus,” “the Lord 
Jesus Christ,” “Christ,” “Christ Jesus,” 
and “Christ, the Lord.” And when we 
do this we at once remind the world 
that we have a Victor —victorious over 
sin and shame; victorious over death and 
the grave; victorious over man’s failure, 
and coming back to solve the world’s 
problems — racial, industrial, economical, 
and financial —to put every man under 
his own vine and fig tree, and end war 
and usher in His everlasting Kingdom. 

Dar.iston P. O., JAMAICA. 


How @ busy mother found her place of service in the Sunday school 


Y SMALL daughter had been at- 

tending Beginners classes in our 
Sunday school hardly a year, when our 
minister asked me to take the class. ‘It 
seemed that the teacher was moving out 
of town, and he thought I might be will- 
ing to take over. 

“But ? can’t teach !” I wailed. “I don’t 
know a thing about teaching !” 

He looked at me quizzically, then ‘he 
smiled and said, 

“Well— you could learn !” 

I must admit, I tried hard not to do 
it. I thought of dozens of excuses, but 
deep inside, I knew it could -be.man- 
aged, if I realy wanted to. And my 
conscience kept asking, “How can you 
ask the church to take the responsibility 
for your child’s religious education with- 
out being willing to co-operate?. 

So, with many misgivings, 1 agreed. 
That was over eleven years. ago, and 
I'm still teaching my Beginners. The 
time I spend with them .on Sundays has 
come to be.one of the bright spots of 
interest in my whole week. I get. much 
satisfaction, too, in knowing that I. am 
in some measure repaying the church 
for the fine training my child has had 
during all these years. 


By PEGGY DAVIDSON 


Teaching wasn’t easy for me, but be- 
cause I genuinely wanted to be of serv- 
ice, the years have brought me confi- 
dence and, I believe, development of 
ability. : 

I. began from the very beginning to 
learn how. I realized right away.that.I 
couldn’t tell a story to the group with- 
out giving it some thought. I found I 
had to plan definitely the simple words 
I would. use, the clear movement of my 
story. I learned not to interrupt the 
thread of my story to ask questions 
about it, and to save explanations for 
the end. I found that if one child seemed 
inattentive, I had only to preface iny 
next sentence with his name to catch his 
interest again. I discovered that a group 
of Beginner children want to héar the 
same story over and over again. 

I learned to use the simplest and 
cheapest of materials to make our class 
more interesting. Bright pictures cut 
from magazines, to decorate our walls, 
tiny tin cans for planting seeds, a box 
to be used as a table where our collec- 
tion of wonders from the out of doors 
was kept, all added to our pjeasure: One 
Christmas, we made “corsages” from 


(Continued on page 215) 
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LESSON 12. MARCH 24. A PEOPLE GAINS NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Samuel 1 to 7; printed text, 7:1-8, 13-15 
Golden Text.—Obey my voice, and | will be your you God, ond voi ye shall be my people: and wolk vege ail. the yuys thet) Have ..2' 


may be well unto you.—Jer. 7:23 


Kine JaMes VERSION 
:1 And the men of Kirjath-jearim came, and fetched 
of the Lorp, and brought it into the house of Abin- 
adab in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the ark 
of the Lorp. 


2 And it came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjath-jearim, 
that the time was long; for it was twenty years: and aj] the 
house of Israel lamented after the Lorp. 


3 And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel; saying, If 
ye do return unto the Lorp with all your h » then put away 
the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare 
your hearts unto the Lorp, and serve him only: and he will 
deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. 

4 Then the children of Israel did put away Baalim and Ash- 
taroth, and served the Lorp only. 

5 And Samuel said, Gather all Israel ta Mizpeh, and I will 
pray for you unto the Lorp. 

6 And they gathered togethér to Mizpeh, and drew water, and 
poured it out before the Lorp, and fasted on that day, and said 


mee Ten, MA. 


there, We -have sinned against the Lomp, And Samuel judged 
the children of Israel in Mizpeh. 

7 And when the’ Philistines heard that the children of Israel 
were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Philistines 
went up against Israel. And when the children of Israel heard it, 
they were afraid of the Philistines. 

8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not te 
ery unto the Lory our God for us, that he will save us out of 
the hand of the Philistines. 


13 So the. Philistines were subdued; and they came no more 
into the coast of Israel: and the hand of the Lorp was against 
the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 

14 And the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel 
were ‘restored to Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath; and the 
coasts thereof did Israel deliver out of the hands of the Philis- 
tines.. And there was peace between Israel and the Amorites. 

15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


. By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


Te real subject of these first seven 
chapters of 1 Samuel is the break- 
down of the priesthood and the call 
of Samuel to the prophetic office. Every- 
thing God has committed to man has 
failed because of human waywardness. 
It was after the definite failure of the 
priesthood to function as the agency be- 
tween God and Israel that prophets came 
to the front as the means of making 
known the mind of the Lord to the peo- 
ple. This is not to say that there were 
no prophets before that time. Enoch 
was a prophet in the dispensation be- 
fore the flood (Jude 14). Abraham is 
so designated by God (Gen. 20:7). Moses 
was in some respects the greatest of all 
the prophets until the coming of John 
the Baptist, for he was a distinct type 
of our Lord Jesus Christ (Deut. 18:18; 
Luke 7; 28). 

But generally speaking, the prophetic 
office came to be recognized as the me- 
dium of communication between God 


and men (Heb. 1:1) after the break- 


down of the priesthood. God, who never 


leaves Himself without a witness, was 


preparing Samuel to speak and act for 
Him even before the setting aside of Eli, 
so that when the venerable, but weak, 
high priest died, there was a man di- 


vinely fitted to take his place as the link 


between God and Israel. Samuel, whose 
name means “asked of God,” was given 


“to his mother, Hannah, in answer to her 


prayer, not only for a child, but for a 
son, so that she, who had been barren 


for years after her marriage to Elkanah, 


became the mother of a babe destined 
to be one of the most distinguished 


leaders in Israel. Brought up in the 
sanctuary, in the family of Eli, he walked 
apart from the wickedness of Eli’s sons. 
Early in life Samuel heard and re- 
sponded to the call of God and was rec- 
ognized by the high priest himself as 
the voice of the Lord to his own con- 
science, even though his message was 
one of judgment because of the iniquity 
of Eli’s unrestrained sons. 

From Samuel’s days on, there was 
never a time that God did not maintain 
prophetic testimony in Israel. Through 
prophets the Scriptures of the Old Tes- 
tament were given, and through faithful 
scribes passed on to later days (1 Pet. 
1:10-12; 2 Pet. 1:21). 


The Historical Setting 


Samuel the prophet—or seer, as he 
was also called at that time — succeeded 
Eli as judge of Israel about 1141 B.C., and 
was their recognized leader for forty 
years. His administration was charac- 
terized by justness and the fear of God, 
though in his old age he failed by giving 
undue authority to his sons, who, while 
not so willful as the sons of Eli, were 
characterized by covetousnegs and polit- 
ical dishonesty, receiving of bribes, and 
perverting judgment (1 Sam. 8:1-3). 
Verse by Verse 

1 Sarnuel 7:1—“The men of Kirjath- 
jearim came, and fetched up the ark of 
the Lord.” During the conflict between 
Israel and the Philistines, as related in 
chapter 4, the men of Israel took the ark 
with them into battle, thinking it would 


save them from deféat. But, because of 


their low moral condition, God permitted 
their foes to triumph and to capture the 
ark itself. However, a series of disas- 
ters, which came upon them, caused the 
Philistines to send it back to Israel. It 
was received by the men of Beth- 


shemesh, and then was carried to Kir- 
jath-jearim, where it was put in charge 
of Eleazar, the son of Abinadab. 


Verse 2—“All the house of Isrgel.la- 
mented after the Lord.” Realizing, at 
last, their sinful folly, the people cried 
to God for help, and He was entreated 
of them. 


Verse 3—“If ye do return unto the 
Lord with all your hearts ,.. he will 
deliver you.” In their distress they 
turned to Samuel to intercede for them. 
He exhorted them to judge their evil 
ways, and to manifest their repentance 
by destroying their idols. He assured 
them that if they truly turned to the 
Lord with all their hearts, they could 
count on His pardoning grace and His 
protection in the hour of danger. 


Verse 4—“The children of Israel did 
put away Baalim and Ashiaroth, and 
served the Lord only.” In response to 
Samuel’s words, the people turned from 
the worship of the sun-god and ‘the 
moon-goddess, objects of  Phenician 
worship, and served Jehovah alone — the 
one true and living God. 


Verse 5—“Samuel said ...I1 will 
pray for you unto the Lord” A call 
was sent out for the observance of a 
national day of humiliation and prayer, 
to be specially observed at Mizpeh. Sam- 
uel, acting,in his prophetic capacity, 
promised to make intercession on behalf 
of the people. 


Verse 6.—“*They gathered together, ... 
drew water, and poured it out before 
the Lord ... fasted ... and said there, We 
have sinned against the Lord.” There 
was evidence of sincere repentance and 
self-judgment. The pouring of water 
before the Lord was the expression of 
acknowledged weakness (2 Sam. 14:14). 
By fasting they expressed their sorrow 
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for the wickedness which they confessed 
with. their mouths—-owning that they 
had sinned against the Lord. Thus they 
took the place where God could act on 
their behalf. 


Verse 7.—“The lords of the Philistines 
went up against Israel.” When news of 
this .great. prayer meeting at Mizpeh 
reached the ears of the Philistines, they 
evidently took it as an evidence of the 
frantic state of Israel and prepared at 
once to attack them. In spite of Samuel’s 
prayer and their own brokenness before 
God, the Israelites were filled with fear 
as they contemplated the coming con- 
flict. 


Verse 8.—*“Cease not to cry unto the 
Lord our God for us, that he will save us.” 
They then besought Samuel not to cease 
supplicating divine aid in their time of 
crisis. Realizing their own powerless- 
ness, they felt the need of God’s inter- 
vention if they were to be delivered 
from their cruel and ruthless enemies. 


Verse 13.—“The hand of the Lord was 
against the Philistines all the days of 
Samuel.” The influence of this devoted 
leader was such that the people generally 
learned to walk in obedience to the law 
of the Lord, so that He was pleased to 
intervene on their behalf. Obedience is 
ever the path of blessing. 


Verse 14.—“The cities which the Phil- 
istines had taken ... were restored 
to Israel.” Led by Samuel, the twelve 
tribes reached a state of national con- 
sciousness such as they had not known 
since they entered the land. Théir en- 
emies. recognized their strength and 
capitulated. ; 

Verse 15.—“Samuel judged Israel all 
the days of his life.’ He was the last 
of the judges and was acknowledged by 
Israel as their leader and guide, in things 
both temporal and spiritual, for forty 
years. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


God Himself can put no greater honor 
upor one whom He has taken into re- 
lationship with Himself than to call and 
commission him to be His spokesman 
to other men. But with this privilege 
go great responsibilities. The life should 
correspond with the message. In Sam- 
uel we see consistency of behavior — 
a walk before God—which gave Israel 
to know he was Jehovah’s representa- 
tive, to whom they could turn for help- 
ful counsel and for spiritual enlighten- 
ment in a day when there was no open 
vision (chap. 3:1), that is, there were 
few who had understanding of the mind 
of the Lord. 


A Lesson Outline 


Tae Man Wo Was ASKED or Gop 
1. The grief of Hantiah (1 Sam. 1:5-7) 
2. Her prayer for a son (vs. 10-12) 
3. The prayer answered (v. 20) 


4. The dedicated child (vs. 27, 28; chap. 
2:18) 
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5. Samuel called of God (chap. 3:1-10) 
6. The Lord’s messenger (vs. 16-21) 

7. Samuel as intercessor (chap. 7:5, 10) 
8. The judge in Israel (vs. 15-17) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Prophecy: What Is it? The common 
conception of a prophet is that of one 
who foretells future events. While this 
was true of some of the prophets, it 
was not their supreme function. Proph- 
ecy is, first of all, making known the 
mind and will of God through direct 
illumination of the Holy Spirit. It is 
more often forth-telling than fore-tell- 
ing. The prophet of old was one chosen 
of God to reveal His Word and so to 
exercise the hearts and consciences of 
those to whom he ministered. The gift 
of prophecy, as distinguished from that 
of didactic teaching, gives ability not 
only to impart information and to en- 
lighten the intellect, but by it the truth 
isso proclaimed as to exercise the hearer 
and to bring before him his personal 
responsibility. The New Testament 
prophet is one who speaks “unto men to 
edification, and exhortation, and com- 
fort” (1 Cor. 14:3). This was also true 
of the prophets of the former dispensa- 
tion. Paul tells us to desire this gift 
above others (1 Cor. 14:1). 


Applications and Summaries 


Samuel was the child of Hannah's 
faith, given in answer to her earnest 
prayer. 

With a mother like Hannah, we need 
not wonder that Samuel became a man 
of God. . 

The modesty ‘of Samuel, as a youth, 
was in keeping with his integrity as a 
man. He did not seek personal prefer- 
ment; so God honored him in giving 
him unusual gifts and acceptance with 
the people. 

It is only as one lives in fellowship 
with God that he can be depended on 
to know the mind of the Lord in times 
of stress and difficulty, and so be en- 
abled to guide others aright. 

There is no greater snare than to at- 
tempt to handle divine truth and pro- 
claim it publicly while walking in a 
careless or carnal manner. 

The church today has many acceptable 
preachers and a few God-sent teachers, 
but what is needed above all else in our 
nation today is men who have prophetic 
insight and who can so minister the 
Word as to move the consciences’ and 
exercise the hearts of the people, in or- 
der to call them back to God. 


CuIcAco. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HY did God permit the enemies of 

His people to triumph over them? 
2.In the twenty years the ark 
stayed in the house of, Abinadab, when they 
“lamented after the Lord,” why did they 
not forsake their sins and turn to the Lord? 


3. What did Samuel mean when he told 
them to “put away... Ashtaroth’’? 


4. Does God hold a nation responsible to ° 


honor and obey Him, and what place does 
He have in the life of that nation? 

5. Why was Samuel used of God to unify 
and bring Israel to repentance? 

6. What are some of the blessings of 
national unity? 

7. What is the greatest need in our nation 
today? 

(Answers on page 212) 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And it came to pass, while the ark 
abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the time 
was long; for it was twenty years: and 
all the house of Israel lamented after 
the Lord” (1 Sam. 7:2).—It was Benja- 
min Franklin who said, “When the well’s 
dry, we know the worth of water.” The 
public is better acquainted with the vari- 
ation of that saying, “You never miss 
the water till the well runs dry.” 

The God of Israel speaks of Himself 
as “The fountain of living waters” (Jer. 
2:13). All Israel’s efforts to get on with- 
out Him, or to link Him with some other 
god, were attempts to hew out cisterns, 
which proved to be but broken cisterns 
that could hold no water. 

If the absence of water can create deep 
thirst, the consciousness of the absence 
of the true and living God in the time 
of one’s distress can produce sincere 
lamenting for Him and His delivering 
power. This was Israel’s experience. 

We had a picture in our home when 
I was a boy that. left a lasting impres- 
sion on me. It was entitled, “In the 
Hands of the Philistines!” It showed a 
baby on hands and knees. on-the floor, 
surrounded by five black dogs. While 
two of the dogs were puliing at her 
clothes, the others were enjoying her 
bottle of milk! All the little tot could 
do was to cry for Mother—who would 
soon appear and completely change the 
circumstances to the advantage of her 
child. 

“If ye do return unto the Lord with 
all your hearts, then put away the 
strange gods and Ashtaroth from among 
you, and prepare your hearts unto the 
Lord, and serve him only” (v. 3).—It is 
strange how “strange gods” can hinder 
heart devotion. In Shantung, China, 
some years ago, a native boldly con- 


,fessed Christ and ordered all the idols 


in his home destroyed. His fami’y were 
henceforth to serve the true and living 
God. Apparently this was done, and the 
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family went on as professedly Christian 
although the wife was not considered 
as being whole-hearted. 

Years passed. When the wife was 
nearly seventy years of age, she went 
to a Bible conference for women. She 
listened with new interest to the Gos- 
pel. She heard the glories of Heaven 
commented on, and her heart was really 
touched. She found Christ a living real- 
ity, and her face was evidence enough 
of the depth of the work done in her 
heart. She fairly beamed, and then con- 
fidentially whispered: “You know, I 
have been posing as a Christian, and I 
did follow my husband to some degree 
when he was alive; but do you know 
what I did? When all the idols were 
supposed to be destroyed, I spared the 
ones I treasured most and hid them. 
And today they are still hidden away 
between the paper ceiling and the 
rafters. But now.they are coming 
down!” Why was she so eager to de- 
stroy them now? Because she was so 
thoroughly satisfied with the Lord Jesus! 
Many times she expressed regret that 
she had let the former. years pass with- 
out heart-appreciation of the Lord. 

She did destrey those idols, and went 
to the home of a young nephew who 
could read, and said she would not leave 
until she had memorized some’ lines of 
God’s Word! 


ing, This is the 
wau. walk ye 
IN 1G. iskisn 50-2 
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“Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols” (1 John 5:21). Have we hidden 
away in the secret places of our hearts 
something we treasure — something that 
comes ‘between us and God, hindering 
communjon and heart devotion? 


“Then the children of Israel did put 
away Baalim and Ashtaroth, and served 
the Lord only” (v. 4).—“The Lord Only” 
would make a fitting title for Psalm 62; 
for no less than four ‘times does the 
Psalmist express his confidence and hope 
in God only (vs. 1, 2, 5, 6. e word 
“truly” in v. 1 is rendered “only” in 
Young’s Version). 

In verses 4 and 9 of the Psalm, David 
expresses his distrust in fallen man, be- 
cause he is only set for the downfall of 
that which is good. (The word “surely” 
in v. 9 is really “only.”) 

When one. exhorts his soul to “wait 
. «+ only upon God; for my expectation 
is from him. He only is my rock and 
my salvation: he is my defence”; he may 
confidently add, as did David, “I shall 
not be moved” (Psa. 62:5, 6). 


“And Samuel judged Israel all the days 
of his life. And he went from year to 
year in circuit” (vs. 15, 16). —“I-just seem 
t6 be going around in circles,” said a fine 
Christian man. Many others say the 
same thing. If your work is such that 
you must virtually make the same rounds 
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continually, make those rounds count 
for God. 

That is what Samuel did—he “went 
from year to year in circuit.” But as he 
made that circuit, he’ prayed for the 
need as he saw it on that circuit, and 
he carried the message and blessing of 
God wherever he went on that circuit. 

While on a train the other day, I 
noticed golden stars on the sleeve of 
the conductor which represented forty 
years of service for that one railway 
company. I thought, “How easily that 
man can account for forty years of his 
life !” 

“Whatsoever” we do is to be done to 
the glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31). Ifa 
certain “circuit” is the will of God for 
us, let us go the rounds of that circuit 
with and for Him. No one can do more 
with a life than to fulfill the will of God. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


lai the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, how greatly we need Thy guid- 
ance in these days of perplexing prob- 
lems! The enemy would find us an easy 
prey if Thou didst not stand guard and 
assure victory. “Thou hast so dealt with 
us that we know Thy ways and Thy for- 
giving love. Thou hast guarded us in 
the midst of many attacks of Satan, and 
we now pray that Thou wilt meet the 
need of each one of us for clear lead- 
ings and safeguarding. Take away, we 
pray Thee, the fears that so often beset 
us, and may we keep our eyes fixed upon 
Thee instead of on the shadows along 
the ways through which Thou dost lead 
us. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—‘“Hitherto.” What 
a wonderful word that is! Yes, up to 
this very moment we can place a stone 
beside the way over which God has led 
us, and we can write on it “Ebenezer,” 
a stone of help, to show that hitherto 
God has led us. But that “hitherto” does 
not mark any limit of God’s guidance. 
It simply bears testimony to the fact of 
God’s loving care, which we can know 
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ERVE JEHOVAH 
WILL YOU? 











is a future fact just as much as a past 
fact. The Children of Israel were afraid 
of the Philistines. Perhaps there are 
Philistines of whom’ we are afraid. But 
why? Why should .we be afraid? 
“Hitherto hath Jehovah helped us.” Do 
you think He is going to lift His hand 
now, and draw back and refuse to help 
those who are trusting Him? Who can 
tell me the condition that Samuel gave 
for victory over the Philistines? Why, 
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“Three Days and Three 


—Matt. 12:40. 
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yes, it is found in verse 3 of chapter 7, 
in the Revised Version. It reads like 
this: “Direct your hearts unto Jehovah, 
and serve him only.” And then follows 
the promise, “He will deliver -you out 
of the hand of the Philistines.” Are we 
directing our hearts unto Jehovah and 
serving Him only, or are we. trying to 
divide our service between Jehovah and 
the gods of worldly desires and. ambi- 
tions, and hopes and fears? Well, if 
we do, no wonder things get twisted up 
with us. Hasn’t our simple blackboard 
message this week a meaning for every 
one of us? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


A Boy Who Could Be Trusted 
(1 Sam. 2:26; 3:1-4, 8-10, 19, 20) 


NE of the little boys that you would 

all love, in the Bible, is Samuel. 
Do you know, Samuel’s mother wanted 
a little boy so much that she just prayed 
and prayed for one. She told God if 
He’d just let her have a little boy, she’d 
lend him to the Lord to serve Him all 
his life. 

And, sure enough, God sent her a lit- 
tle boy, and she named him Samuel. 
How she did love him! But she had 
promised to lend him to God, so while 
he was a very small boy, she took him 
to the Tabernacle and left him with 
Eli, the priest. I think Hannah, Sam- 
uel’s mother, must have told him all 
about her promise to lend him to God, 
so he understood, and he had a linen 
ephod, a garment just like the priest’s, 
and he helped in the work there before 
the Lord. 

Every year his mother made him a 
coat and brought it up to him when she 
and his father came to offer their yearly 
sacrifice. How did she know how big 
to make it? She must have made it 
large, so she could take it, and shorten 
it, when she saw him, if he hadn’t 
grown as much as she expected. Don’t 
you think she had a great time making 
that yearly coat for Samuel? She 
couldn’t go down to the store and buy 
some goods and go home and cut out the 
¢oat and run it up on the electric sew- 
ing machine. No, indeed! She had to 
shear the wool off a sheep, clean it and 
card it, and-spin it into yarn, and then 
weave the yarn into cloth, and dye it 
the color she wanted it. Then she could 
cut it out and sew it by hand, and every 
step in the making was done with love 
— mother love. 

I know Samuel was glad to see his 
mother and father when they came, once 
a year. How would you like it if you 
saw your mother and father but once 
a year? No, I know you wouldn’t like 
it. I met a lady who is the daughter of 
a missionary in India, and she was sent 
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to this country to school when she was 
a very little girl, and never saw -her 
parents but twice until she was seven- 
teen years old. 

As Samuel grew, the Bible says the 
Lord was with him, and all the people 
of Israel knew he was going to be. a 
prophet. You see, he had. given his 
heart to the Lord when he was very 
young, and he grew up serving God. 

One time ‘when he was_a small. boy, 
God had spoken to him in. the night, 
calling, “Samuel, Samuel.” And Samuel 
had. answered, “Here am I.” God called 
him three times and ‘the. child thought 
it.was Eli, but Eli told him. it was God 
calling him, so when God called once 
more, Samuel answered, “Speak, for thy 
servant heareth.” And all his life —and 
he lived to be a very old man—Sam- 
uel listened to God, and obeyed Him. 

God is calling you children, even 
while you are very small. You may 
not hear His voice as Samuel did, but 
you will know He is speaking to your 
heart, and He is calling you to believe 
in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, 
I hope you will all listen to this voice 
and answer Him, “Yes, Lord, I do be- 
lieve.’ 

Then He can use you as He did’ Sam- 
uel. . You. may not be a prophet, but you 
may be a preacher, or a teacher, or a 
missionary, serving the Lord as long as 
you live. 

Mopesto, Cauir. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E, Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Why People Trusted Samuel 
(1 Sam. 2:26; 3:1-4, 19-21; 7:15, 16) 


AVE you ever heard God speak -to 

you right out loud?» No, I,don’t 
think I ever have, either. But some 
people have. I read, of a serviceman in 
the Pacific, off. in a lonely place for 
some time, who heard God call his name, 
A good many years ago a man.named 
Augustine, who had been wanting to. be 
a Christian but could not seem to give 
up his bad ways and accept the Lord 
Jesus as his Saviour, heard a voice 
which seemed like God’s saying, “Take 
and read.” He thought that must mean 
the Bible, and picking up the Bible, his 
eye lighted on a verse that showed. him* 
what his trouble was. 

A long, long time ago there was.a 
boy who heard God speak. -His. mother 
had given this boy to God, and when 
he was still very little, she took him 
to God’s house at Shiloh. Eli was the 
priest or minister there, and little Sam- 
uel learnéd to help with the many tasks 
about the place. One night when Sam: 
uel was in bed, he heard someone call- 
ing his name, “Samuel.” Right’ away 
Samuel jumped up and ran to Eli ‘to 
ask him what he wanted. But Eli had 
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not called, and told him to go back to 
bed. Two more times the same thing 
happened. By now Eli knew that some- 
body must really be calling the child. 
It must be God. Eli told Samuel what 
to say, “Speak, Lord; for thy servant 
heareth.” After a while the voice called 
again, “Samuel, Samuel!” And Samuel 
answered, “Speak; for thy servant hear- 
eth.”, Then the Lord asked him*to tell 
some sad news to Eli. 

In the morning Samuel got up and 
started about his usual work, opening 
the doors of the house of the Lord, afraid 
to say anything to Eli. But Eli called 
Samuel and asked what the Lord had 
said. Then Samuel told him everything 
just as the Lord had told him to tell it. 

Because Samuel was obedient and fol- 
lowed the Lord’s ways, the Lord gave 
him good success, and people all around 
came to trust Samuel because they knew 
that the Lord spoke to him and that 
Samuel told them truly just what God 
said. “In all thy ways acknowledge him 
{God], and he shall direct thy paths,” 
says the wise Solomon (Prov. 3:6, Mem- 
ory Verse). 

Did you ever hear God speak? Yes, 
I think so, but not in the same way as 
young Samuel, or as the people who 
heard God’s words from the prophet 
Samuel. “God, who ... spake in time 
past . . . by the prophets, hath in these last 
days spoken unto us by his Son” (Heb. 
1:1, 2), the Lord Jesus. ‘But did you eyer 
hear the Lord Jesus speak? Where are 
His words? In the Bible, yes—all the 
Bible is really His Word(s) to us. And 
those who heard the Lord Jesus’ voice 
actually speaking long ago when He 
lived on éarth, were told by God, “This 
is my beloved Son: hear him” (Mark 
9:7). How wonderful that you carylearn 
to read and find the words of God for 
yourself in your own Bible! If you hear 
God’s words and do them now, God will 
make you a succéss, a person who can 
be trusted. (Pictures of a boy about 
Junior age, a man in the prime of life, 
an old man, and a “bum” may be used 
to develop this point.) But even better 
than that is the promise in John 1:12. 

An acrostic using Samuel’s name: 
(1) Where the house of the Lord was 
(1 Sam. 1:24). (2) “In all thy ways 
him” (Prov. 3:6). (3) The word 
used about Samuel’s work (1 Sam. 3:1). 
(4) “Samuel ministered 
——” (vy. 1). (5) The man who 
trained Samuel (v. 1). (6) The One who 
called Samuel (v. 10). 


Bucxsport, MAINE. 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The ‘illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
a wed and explaining the conditions upon which 
lustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 > $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be cli from earlier “Illustration Round 


ted lesson text. Because of the 
fo ig ~4 shortage, readers are asked to 
the 1 submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

His—Obey my voice, and I will be 
your God, and ye shall be my people: 
and walk ye in all the ways that I have 
commanded you, that it may be. well 
unto you (Jer. 7:23, Golden Text). 


He’s keeping me now—this moment, 
However I need it most, 
Perhaps by a single angel, 
Perhaps by a mighty host, 
Perhaps by the chain that frets me 
Or the walls that shut me in; 
In ways that I know and know not, 
_ To keep me from harm and sin. 


He’s guiding me now —this moment, 
In pathways easy or hard, 

Perhaps by a door wide open, 

. Perhaps by a door fast barred, 

Perhaps by a joy withholden, 
Perhaps by a gladness given; 

In ways that I know and know not 
He’s leading me up to Heaven® 

He’s using me now —this moment, 
And whether I go or stand, 

Perhaps by a plan accomplished, 
Perhaps when He stays my hand, 

Perhaps by a word in season, 
Perhaps by a silent prayer; 

In ways that I know and know not, 
His labor of love I share. 


—From Annie Johnson Flint. Sent by 
Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


Not on Holy Ground—And Samuel 
spake unto all the house of Israel, say- 
ing, If ye do return unto the Lord with 
all your hearts, then. put away the 
strange gods and Ashtaroth from among 
you (1 Sam. 7:3). A-repentant back- 
slider in Tanganyika who, in giving a 
testimony at prayer meeting, declared: 
“When God told Moses, Put off thy 
shoes from off thy feet,’ he did so. He 
took off his shoes, but he still had on 
his socks! He had -to get rid of the 
socks, too, before his bare feet could 
touch holy ground. This week,” he 
added, “the Lord has been dealing with 
me and he made me take off my socks, 
too. When I bad my shoes off I thought 
that was enough. I liked. those socks 
and did not want to give them up.” 
Some of us are not on “holy ground.” 
What sort of “socks” keep us from touch- 
ing it with our bare feet as we stand 
before the Lord?—From Inland Africa, 
Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, Franklin 
Square, N. Y. 


Not As Good As We Know Now— 
If ye do return unto the Lord with all 
your hearts, then put away the strange 
gods .. . and serve him only (1 Sam. 7: 
3). During his summer vacation, a col- 
lege student was working as a magazine 
salesman. Representing one of the farm 
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journals, he tried to sell it t6 every 
farmer he met.: On one occasion, he 
confronted*an old fellow leaning lazily 
against a rickety fence in front of his 
dilapidated house. “You ought to take 
this paper,” urged the youth. “It will 
help you to farm better, and naturally 
you will make mo.2 money.” But the 
farmer shook his head. “’Tain’t no use 
fer me to take you” paper, young feller: 
I ain’t farmin’ now as good ag I know 
how.” The Israelites, too, wer not “do- 
ing as good as they knew how.” » God 
will not accept a half-hearted return 
to Him; He demands our best.—An Orig- 
inal illustration. Sent by Webb B. Gar- 
rison, Timmonsville, S. C. 


A Chaplain’s Prayers.—I will pray for 
you unto the Lord (1 Sam. 7:5). Chap- 
lain Johnson was serving his men on an 
island in the South Pacific. He prepared 
to go in a bombing raid on Jap occupied 
islands several hundred miles away. 
The mission was a complete success. On 


‘the homeward course the plane. began 


to.lose altitude and the engines seemed 
to fade out. But God had provided an 
island, and a safe landing was made. 
Later tpey learned that the enemy was 
just one-half mile in each direction, yet 
their landing had not been discovered. 
The staff sergeant came and said, “Chap- 
lain, you have been telling us for months 
of the need of praying and believing 
God to answer in time of great trouble, 
and that He does it right away. Now it 
is your chance to prove what you have 
been preaching. We're out of gas, base 
several hundred miles away , .. and al- 
most surrounded by Japs.” Johnson be- 
gan to pray and lay hold of the promises 
and believed that God would work a 
miracle. All afternoon he was on his 
knees. Night came and the crew slept 
on the ground. Johnson continued to 
pray. About 2 a.m. the staff sergeant 
was strangely aroused and, walking to 
the water’s edge, discovered a metal flat 
which had drifted upon the beach—a 
barge on which were fifty barrels of 
high octane gasoline. In a few hours 
the crew reached their home base safely. 
An investigation revealed that the skip- 
per of a U. S. tanker, finding his ship 
in sub-infested waters, had his gasoline 
cargo removed so as to eliminate the 
danger of a torpedo hit. «Barrels were 
placed on barges and put adrift 600 miles 
from where Johnson and ‘the plane crew 
were forced down. God had navigated 
one of these barges through wind and 
current and beached it fifty steps from 
the stranded men.—From a tract. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can, Prize 
illustration. ; 


God Will Do—And Samuel said, 
Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, gnd I will 
pray for you unto the Lord (1 Sam. 7;5). 
John 14:14 says, “If ye shall ask any 
thing in my name, I will do it.” Do wé 
really believe these words? Others have; 
Elijah prayed for rain and it came. Heze= 
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kiah prayed for deliverance from the 
Syrians and God did. The discouraged 
disciples. of the crucified Lord . prayed 
for power. On Pentecost they prayed 
and God did, George Mueller prayed for 
an institution to care for hundreds of 
orphans. He prayed and God did. J. 
Hudson Taylor prayed for a mission to 
the heathen of inland China. He prayed 
and God did. If we,are willing. to pay 
the price of fervent prayers, God will do. 
The quickest way for:the world. to get 
on its feet is to get,on its knees. - Pray 
with -us for spiritual, needs everywhere, 
—From. the. Word at. Work. Sent by 
Nelson A. Jackson, Keuka Park, N.Y. 


How He Got Through.—And there was 
peace (1 Sam. 7:14). A certain mown- 
tain in West Africa was held by a 
tribe of cannibals as their strong- 
hold. Troops had ‘tried to cross the 
mountain, but had failed. One day 
a missionary went alone into the enemy’s 
country, calmly climbed the mountain, 
and reached the other side. Later, he 
met the captain of the troops. “Do you 
mean to tell me you have got through 
untouched?” he said. “How did you do 
it?” Said the missionary, “You wént as 
men of war; I went as a man of peace.” 
—From the Sunday Companion. Sent by 
Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, playing fast and loose 

with God is just about the greatest 
and most»tragic piece of folly. that one 
ean cormmit.. The same applies to a 
nation, and this fact was ‘clearly dem- 
onstrated in the-case- of Israel.. The 
Lord was very patient with them — 
amazingly patient — but they were bent 
upon following the path of their own 
foolish desires,.as opposed to God’s ex- 
plicit commands, and ‘were: oqetinually) 
getting into serious trouble 

The Israelites trified with the ark of 
God. The ark.was a symbol of God’s, 
presence. and .His holiness. They took 
it down from its’ hely place and made 
a mascot of it, sending it into‘battle by 
two dissolute priests, “sons of Belial”, 
(1 Sam. 2:12)... It did them no good; the 
Philistines put them to rout and slew. 
30,000 Israelites that day. The twor 
priests were also slain, and the .ark of 
God was captured’ by the“ ‘enemy and 
taken to their own ¢ountry. 

This was a dire. calamity for the Is- 
raelites. The absence of the ark and; 
the disruption of their order of worship, 
made them an easy prey to the idolatrous 
influence.of, theit pagan neighbors. They 
worshiped ‘Ashtaroth and Chemosh and’ 
debauched themselves in the customs of. | 
the Canaahites which God had clearly} 
told them, to abhor, 

The ark became a curse to the Philis-! 
tines, and-they heartily wished it back 
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athome. Everywhere it went among the 
enemy its course was tragic. Look at 
this: Two mothers had their babies 
torn from them and shut away. Then 
the mothers were tied to a cart and sent 
out upon the highway, along which they 
trudged, complaining bitterly. They 
came upon some men reaping wheat in 
a field, and when the men saw them 
they took the two mothers, slew them, 
and burned their bodies on a rock, using 
the wagon for firewood. Did you know 
that was in the Bible? (See 1 Sam. 6: 
10-14.) Getting the ark back to its 
rightful place produced a series of shock- 
ing events. Wherever the Philistines took 
it, from city to city, it was a “besom of 
destruction.” At Ashdod they took it into 
their temple and that night Dagon, their 
principal god, fell over upon its face; 
then they sent the ark to Gath and to 
Ekron, where the people died like rats, 
“and the cry of the city went up to 
heaven” (1 Sam. 5:12). 

Fellows, you can’t afford to make a 
utility of the holy ordinances of wor- 
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TODAY 
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- has enjoyed the same growth evidenced in 
other divisions of the College. Here, under the 
direction of a faculty of outstanding ability, young men 
and women are prepared to teach and supervise music 

in schools—they are trained for musical 


leadership in Christian service. 





e ' With a building of its own the Conservatory 
will be enabled to enlarge its work; it will be in a 
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a project which is being supported by the Lord’s people 
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WANTED 


Young active Gideon, or other Born-Again Chris- 
tian; discharged veteran, graduate of high school or 
business college preferred; for assistant executive posi- 
tion in offide of wholesale and retail furnace and stove 
repair parts and supply busi in Northeastern U. S. 


Work involves handling repair orders and correspond. 
ence, checking shipments, keeping cost and repair rec- 
ords, and-ordering merchandise. 


Applicant should be alert, accurate, painstaking, like 
detail work, and mechanically inclined. 


Write: Room 697, in care of The Sunday School 
Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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ship. Some people join the church 
merely to get into decent and respected 
society, That is the height of folly. “God 
is a Spirit: and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth.” 
Jesus said that (John 4:2). The Bible 
is a holy Book. I saw a church officer 
toss a Bible across several pews to 
another. It struck short and fell sprawl- 
ing, its pages open and trumpled on 
the floor. That was an improper way 
to treat any book; but the Bible is the 


living Word of God and should be han- 


died reverently. 

When we lapse into careless disregard 
of God’s house, God’s worship, God’s 
Book, we take on habits that lead to 
confusion and sorrow. 

So it was with Israel; so it will be 
with us. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 206) 


1. Because Israel had turned from Him 
and disobeyed His holy law. 


2. It is much easier to lament than it 


is to repent. Some people shed copious 
tears because of their sins, but.do not ac- 
cept salvation from sin. 


3. Ashtaroth, plural of Ashtoreth, were 
figures of Ashtoreth, the goddess of the 
Phoenicians, which were worshiped as idols. 
Jgremiah calls Ashtoreth the “queen of 
heaven,” which title has also been con- 
ferred on Semiramis, wife of Nimrod, and 
the Virgin Mary, as worshiped by Roman 
Catholics. 


4. Yes. He is still the Governor over the 
nations, and they are responsible to obey 
the light He gives. 

5. He lived in intimate contact with God, 
so that he became His representative to 
the: people. 

6. Discuss the points in the preamble to 
the . Constitution of the United States: 
“Form a more perfect Union, establish jus- 
tice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide 
for the common defense, promote the gen- 
eral welfare, and secure the blessings of 
liberty.” and the blessings of God (Psa. 
33:12). 


7. A national turning to God in repent- 
ance. z 
+ 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


HAT was the general condition of 

Israel at this time? They were 
suffering from oppression of the Philis- 
tines (1 Sam. 4:9-11; 5:1; 7:7). 

What was the spiritual ccudition? The 
ark of God had been removed from the 
Tabernacle at Shiloh where the people 
came to worship, and Samuel the judge, 
then a young man, had moved to Ramah, 
his father’s home (1 Sam. 3:20; 7:17). 

How had worship been disrupted? By 
taking the ark into battle, the people 
had tried to use it as a representative 
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of Deity, as the Philistines used their 
god Dagon (1 Sam. 4:3-8; 5:2-5). 

How did idolatry affect the mass of 
people? As worship of God decreased, 
idolatry increased (1 Sam. 7:3, 4). “Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon.” Neither 
can we neglect God without serving an 
idol of some kind, for the human heart 
requires an object of devotion (Matt. 
12:30). 


What unites a nation? National unity 
springs from a common need, the need 
of protection against a common” foe, or 
the joining of forces and reso s to 
promote greater opportunities for. well- 
being and progress. This calls for a 
common voice, a language; organized 
leadership; laws and discipline. Discuss 
fhe type of unity of older civilizations 
like .China, Egypt, India. Compare with 
the unity or lack of it in newer nations. 
Why did Israel lose its place as a settled 
country? How have the Jews been able, 
through all their persecutions, to retain 
their identity, language, traditions, and 
their belief in Jehovah? 


Our text suggests how the following 
factors helped, at this time, to unite the 
people: 


A Voice of Judgment (1 Sam. 7:15). 
A voice of judgment is necessary, 
whether it is in the home, school, com- 
munity, or nation, and whenever that 
voice is lacking, we find some form of 
confusion or anarchy. Even in our re- 
lationship with the Heavenly Father, we 
need His voice of judgment to establish 
us in the way that is right (Heb. 12: 
6-11). 


A Voice of Prayer (1 Sam. 7:5, 8). The 
people recognized their need of prayer, 
but because their hearts were not given 
over to God, they needed someone else 
to‘do their praying. Note Samuel’s in- 
structions to Israel as an introduction 
to individual prayer: (1) “Return unto 
the Lord ...” (2) “put away the strange 
gods...” (3) “prepare your hearts...” 
(4) “serve him. only.” -America and 
every other country needs priests to 
intercede with the Lord in behalf of 
fhe people, and you, as a daughter of 
the King, are one of His priests. How 
much time do you spend at the altar 
of prayer? 


A Common Objective .(1 Sam. 7:7). 
War, reconstruction, ana general internal 
progress bring a spirit of unity and pa- 
triotism: Why did the Lord permit the 
enemy to come against the* Israelites 
while they were at prayer? There can - 
never be a victory without a battle, and 
we can never know how wonderful the 
Lord is until we realize our helplessness 
without Him. The enemy came, but God 
was able to deliver. Even the weapons 
of the enemy were provided for Israel 
as the Philistines retreated in the thun- 
derstorm. Christian armor is available 
when the enemy makes an attack, and 
our spiritual enemy, or any other kind, 
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es = is just as apt to come during a revival 
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courses, Orthodox Christian teachers. Wholesome 
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as at any other time (Eph. 6:11-18). 

A Voice of Testimony (1 Sam, 7:15). 
National testimony: “Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped us.” At some time or ‘an- 


Academy stud- other the Lord has had witnesses in 
ents enjoy the practically every country, and in every 
College atmos- country there are people who could re- 
phere. Adg- member when the Lord helped in times 
dress the Deane 


of need.. How did Israel prepare to re- 
member their Helper? They set up a 
memorial stone to stand as a testimony 
to the, power of God. We have churches, 
hospitals, missions; Christian homes, and 
Christian lives. 

How. did Samuel keep his personal 
testimony before the nation? He trav- 
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eled from place to place, teaching and 
helping the people and leading souls 
toward God. How many of you girls 
are willing to go forth, like Samuel, and 
John the Baptist, too, and be “a voice” 
for the Lord.in: your corner of our land? 
(Matt._3:3; Heb. 12:1, 2) 
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clutches of the Nazis a few years ago now makes 

a pitiful plea on behalf of his sister in Rumania. He 
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Another Hebrew Christian, a niisdionars: writes on 
behalf of destitute Jews and Hebrew Christians in France. 
Family R miraculously survived years of horrors in 
a concentration camp, but returned to find their house 
“perfectly emptied; nothing was left but the walls. No 
fire, no food, no money. They face death and starvation, 
and help is needed so very much.” *~ 


In answer to these and many other heartrending appeals, 


ae HEBREW Christian whom we rescued from the 
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ing’ Palestine. But 
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The Young People’s 
. Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, March 24 
3. The Resources of My Faith 
(2 Pet. 1:1-11) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


‘Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


AVING seen in our last two prayer 

meetings “what our Christian faith 
should mean'to us, and what are some 
of the obligations of that faith, we come 
this week to some of the advantages en- 
joyed by those who truly hold to the 
Christian faith. “Resources” point to 
“means of resort in exigency,” or to 
“reserve sources of supply or support.” 
The Christian has many such reserve 
sources. 

Perhaps many of us will think at once 
of the resource of prayer, “And this 
is the confidence that we have ‘in him, 
that, if we ask any thing according to 
his will, he heareth us: and if we know 
that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, 
we know that we have the petitions that 
we desired of him” (1 John 5:14, 15). 

Have you ever thought what it would 
mean to you, in a time of emergency 
or need, if you could not turn to God 
in prayer and find direction, comfort, 
and strength? Nevertheless, there are 
millions on this earth who have no such 
resource because they do not know God 
as their loving Heavenly Father, or be- 
cause they do not want to acknowledge 
His Son as their Saviour and Lord. 


%& 

Certainly another important resource 
of the Christian is God’s Word. What 
would you exchange for the comfort, the 
assurance, and blessing that it has 
brought you, again and again, when you 
have turned to it? The tyagedy is that 
so many of us neglect it when all gogs 
well, and fly to it only when, an emer- 
gency overtakes us. 


f 


Have you found the. value of the re- 
source of Christian fellowship that is 
ours; just because we belong to the Lord 
Jesus? Many of our young men. and 
young women have learned to appre- 
ciate that resource during the recent 
World War, when suddenly they. were 
cut off from friencs and loved - ones: 
Many found themselves in places where, 


for a time at least, there seemed to be 


no one with whom they could have real 
Christian fellowship and talk about the 
things of Christ. Human fellowship can 
never take the place of fellowship with 
the Lord Jesus. That is the privilege 
of each of us, no matter where we may 
be. But fellowship with other Christians 
can be, and very often is, a real bless- 
ng in the lives of Christians. P 
‘There is no comparable ‘fellowship 











Lesson ‘Tor March 24 


among unbelievers, and perhaps, one of 
the horrors of an eternity without God 
and without Christ will be the awful 
loneliness that comes from being com- 
pelled to associate with evil men and 
women whose hearts are filled with 
hatred and unlove and bitterness and 
with whom there can be no frue fellow- 
ship. ye 

Has it occurred to you that the Chris- 
tian hymns may be a real resource of 
your Christian faith? Strange is it, in- 
deed, if, in your Christian experience 
you have not found yourself repeating 
the words or humming the refrain of 
some beloved Christian hymn in times 
of testing, or strain, or temptation, or 
sorrow. Hymns can be a real lift, too, 
in performing the simple, but often 
monotonous tasks; of life. The . writer 
can well remember his own mother, go- 
ing about her household duties that must 
have many times been wearing and bur- 
densome, and yet performing them with 
a real peace and joy, as she hummed or 
sang softly some of the great old hymns 
of the church. They made many a path- 
way bright and many a burden lighter. 

4 

But, precious as may be many of these 
resources of our Christian faith that 
we have been thinking about, none of 
them can be compared with the resource 
we find in God, Himself — in all the shel- 


, tering Father love; in the help and 


strength of the strong Son of God, liv- 
ing out His life in our hearts; and in 
the sweet influence of the Holy Spirit, 
working out His will in our lives. Here 
are resources of our Christian faith too 
wonderful to describe. 

Many of us have been through deep 
times of testing and trial in the last few 
years. The future has been very uncer- 
tain and troubling for many of us, and 
we have wondered, as we have looked 
about us, just what is happening in this 
land of ours and in this world of which 
we are a part. But, if our hearts are 
centered on and resting in God, none 
of these trials or uncertainties can really 
touch us. We may not know what the 
future holds, but we know that our 
Father holds the future, and that He is 
holding us. With His strength and under 
His: direction, we can go forward, con- 
fidently and unafraid, to do His will 
and to serve:Him as best we can. Are 
you resting back in this great. resource 
of your Christian faith today? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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You CAN Teach 
(Continued from page 204) 


popcorn~-and cranberries strung on a 
wire, for our mothers, and they were 
the “talk of the town.” 

I learned that little children love to 
sing; that music should be a real part 
of their worship. I found that adding 
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made their sin#ing so much happier. And 
how they do love. to pretend! Putting 
action into the stories and songs. they 
love is a privilege they undertake with 
complete lack of self-consciousness* and 
with joy. 

I found that. little children want an 
opportunity for personal worship. Each 
child. wants a chance to talk to God in 
his own words, to express his love and 
gratitude in his way. If given the op- 
portunity, he will develop a feeling of 
fellowship with the Heavenly Father 
which will want expression. 

If you really want to, you CAN teach! 

TALLAHASSEE, FLA. ' 


ye 
Beacon Lights in War-Tom 


France 
‘(Continued from page 199) 


old hymn, “How sweet the name of Jesus 
sounds,” and we followed him in unac- 
companied song. Never did those heart- 
stirring words seem more suitable than 
in Besancon; never did a congregation 
sing a hymn with deeper emotion. Then 
followed a short, simple sermon preached 
by Mr. Pullen and another hymn was 
sung. Several people who were too 
deeply overcome by their personal grief 
left the room, and as I looked round 
how many people were in tears! 

Besancon to me would always be a 
mame embodying deep affliction. Those 
there were whose souls were really in 
the “burning fiery furnace” of trial. 
Apart from the humiliation of our actual 
hardships, Besancon stood for the very 
acme- of heart anguish.- - 

But the Lord was working out great 
things for us and, without -going into 
details, we each in turn left that ter- 
rible concentration camp to become in- 
mates of the: prison Hospital of St. 
Jacques;’where at this time 1,500 English 
people were interned, two-thirds of 
whom were in-bed seriously ill or worn 
out from the strain of the camp. 

In a subsequent article I hope to tell 
something of the ministry the Lord led 
me into in the cloistered walls of that 
one-time military hospital. 

(To be continued) 
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Archaeological Light 
on the 
Lesson for March 24, 1946 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D., 


Associate Prof. of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


The Ark at Kirjath-jearim (1 Sam. 7:1, 2) 


HORTLY before Samuel bceame the 

main leader of Israel (the newer 
archaeological and chronological evi- 
dence favors the*twenty year period of 
1045-1025 B.C. as the time of Samuel’s 
leadership over Israel 1), the people of 
Israel took the ark of the covenant to 
battle with them in their conflict against 
the Philistines. They hoped that the 
ark would bring thern good fortune (1 
Sam. 4:1-3), for in their backslidden 
condition they thought that the ark 
would work as a good luck charm. In 
the ensuing battle at Ebenezer, the ark 
was captured by the Philistines (1 Sam. 
4:11), but it brought such bad fortune 
to them (5:1-3ff.) that they put it on a 
cart drawn by two oxen which took 
it to Beth-shemesh (6:12), from where 
it was taken to Kirjath-jearim (7:1), 
a town a few miles west of Jerusalem. 
Here it remained for a long time, having 
already been in Kirjath-jearim for 
twenty years when Samuel called Is- 
rael together for revival (1 Sam. 7:2, 3). 


The question arises as to why the ark 
was not returned to Shiloh and placed 
in the Tabernacle, where it belonged 
and. where it had been when the Israel- 
ites took it out to battle against the 
Philistines (1 Sam. 4:3). It is evident 
that the ark never was returned to Shi- 
loh, for years later when David made 
preparations to bring the ark to Jeru- 
salem,2 it still was not located at Shiloh 
(2 Sam. 6:1-4). 

Why, then, was the ark not returned 
to Shiloh after the battle at Ebenezer? 
The archaeological excavations give us 
light on this question. In 1926, 1929, and 
1931, the site of ancient Shiloh, to the 
north of Jerusalem, was excavated by a 
Danish scholar, Aage Schmidt, and his 
associate, H. Kjaer. Their excavations 
showed that Shiloh was inhabited from 
the thirteenth to the eleventh centuries 
B.C., which corresponds to the main :part 
of the period of the judges, but that its 
existence ceased about. 1050 B.C.,3 which 
was the. very time of Samuel and of 
the battles of Israel with the Philistines. 
Thus.it seems evident that the Philistines 


1S€e John Garstang, “The Foundations of 
Bible History: Joshua, Judges,” London, Con- 


- stable, 1931, p. 65. 


2 Garstang’s dates for David’s reign are 1010- 
971 B.C., op. cit., p. 65. 

8 W. F., Albright, “‘The Archaeology. of Pal- 
estine. and the Bible,” New’ York, Revell, 3rd 
edition, 1935, p. 57; G. A. Barton, “Arehaeol- 
ogy and the Bible,” Philadelphia, American 
Sunday-School Union, 7th edition, 1937, pp 
127, 128. 
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destroyed Shiloh after the battle at Eben- 
ezer (1 Sam. 4:1ff), and that is why the 
ark was never returned to Shiloh, as 
indicated in the Bible. 

R. H. Pfeiffer, liberal professor at 
Harvard University, in his recent book, 
“Introduction to the Old Testament” 
(New York, Harper, 1941), is notably 
weak in his employment of archaeologi- 
cal material, as noted by W. F. Albright, 
who said that “the most unexpected 
charaeteristic of Pfeiffer’s work is the 
insignificant part occupied by archae- 
ology.” 4 It is interesting, therefore, to 
note that even Pfeiffer, in referring to 
Shiloh-.in the time of Samuel, and of 
Israel's battles with the Philistines, adds 
a two-line footnote to the effect that 
“archaeological excavations have con- 
firmed the destruction of Shiloh at this 
time” (p. 343, note 4). 

Shiloh continued to be uninhabited 
for several hundred years, as shown by 
Jeremiah’s reference to Shiloh, which 
implies its desolation in his time (about 
600 B.C.; see Jer. 7:12). This prolonged 
desolation of the site of Shiloh was also 
confirmed by the excavations of Schmidt 
and Kjaer, for they found that Shiloh 
gave no evidence of occupation for sev- 
eral hundred years after the tenth cen- 
tury B.C. Albright5 says that no te- 
mains were discovered belonging to the 
period between the tenth and sixth cen- 
turies B.C., and Barton % points out that 
there was no definite settlement there 
until about 300 B.C. 

Wuearton, IL. 


* Albright’s review of Pfeiffer’s book, “Jour- 
nal of Biblical Literature,” June, 1942, p. 112, 

&“The Archaeology of Palestine and the 
Bible,” p. 57. 


®Op. cit., p. 128. we 


Bible Memerizing in 


Country Schoo 


By J. H. Korelson 
Executive Secretary, Rural Bible Crusade, National 
6¢T TIS foot caught in the stirrup when 
the pony threw him, and he was 
dragged to death,” sobbed the mother 
as she told how Bob, her twelve-year- 
old boy of Lincoln County, Kansas, 
passed from this life into the next. 
Bob ‘was one of sixty-three country 
school boys and girls who enrolled in 
the ‘Bible memorization project of the 
Rural Bible Crusade. When he was 
found in ‘the barn underneath the horse, 
his spirit had fled. In his overalls pocket 
they found the leaflet, “God’s Loving 
Plan for Your Eternal Happiness,” which 
contained the first fifty verses to be 
memorized for the award of a Bible. 
Having enrofled in the Crusade two 
weeks before, he carried the leaflet with 
him .all the time. , “Ifs the last thing 
he wanted to do,” continued the mother, 
“and: we are keeping the pamphlet as 
one’ of the things by which to remem- 
ber Bob.” 
No ‘one knew whether or not Bob 
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ever.made a profession of saving faith 
in. the. Lord Jesys .Christ. But we do 
know that the leaflet carried a clear 
outline of the plan of salvatidn. The 
first fifty verses are especially selected 
to bring conviction of sin, to Jead to 
repentance and ‘saving faith in the aton- 
ing, blood.of Calvary. We believe the 
Word of will not return void unto 
Him, also in this instance. 

From among the sixty-three thousand 
enrolled in the Rural Bible Crusade 
during the last ‘school fear, more than 


‘twelve hundred: professed salvation. We 


are confident that many more were con- 
victed of their need for a Saviour while 
learning the verses and reading the 
tracts which they received. It becomes 
important that we who know Christ as 
Saviour and. Lord unite in much prayer 
for those who are thus awakened. 


- Even a few verses learned by heart 
tray lead to salvation, as in the instance 
of another Kansas boy who got no far- 
ther than the first thirty-five verses. 
This boy, Dale, aged eleven, suddenly 


“suffered a. severe attack of appendicitis, 


which proved fatal. We were privileged 


‘to call on him in the hospital several 
times during his illness. Dale, notwith- 


standing the fact that he had never had 
Sunday school or church privileges, was 
of a clear mind concerning his need of 
salvatién. He also knew, from the few 
verses he had memorized, that Jesus 
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was the Saviour. He gave a ringing 
testimony to saving .faith before’ he 
passed away. Both his older brothers 
yielded to the claims of Christ as a re- 
sult. The Word of God had entered that 
home. The parents, too, were way 
moved as a result. 

In the woods of northern Sininaidte: 
back in 1918, the late Rev. J. Lloyd 
Hunter, founder of the Rural Bible Cru- 
sade, held a service for the American 
Sunday-School Union in a country 
schoolhouse. There a young grade school 
girl appeared unusually sad all through 
the service. As she was walking to 
her farm home, Mr. Hunter came along 
in his car. Taking her as far as her 
home, he stopped to let her off. ‘She 


said, “Mr. Hunter, I wish I could be a 
Christian like you.” “You can,” he as- 
sured her. Taking his Bible, Mr. 


Hunter pointed out-to her the plan of 
salvation. In the course of the con- 
versation he disqpvered that the little 
girl was living in a broken home, suf- 
fering the miseries such a home can im- 
pose upon young children. The girl 
found peace with God in Christ before 
they parted. Mr. Hunter drove on a 
few miles, and then stopped his car at 
a lonely spot in the road to pray. ‘It 
was there that he got a tremendous bur- 
den for the neglected and lost rural boys 
and girls of our land. It was there that 
God gave him a plan which has grown 
and developed into what is now the 
Rural Bible Crusade. 

Mr. Hunter eventually wrote the state 
superintendent of education for permis- 
sion to carry on Bible memory work in 
the rural schools of Minnesota. When 
this was cheerfully granted, he wrote 
to every county superintendent in the 
state for lists of names and addresses of 
rural schoolteachers, He then offered 
to both teachers and pupils awards for 
memorizing Bible verses. To each 
teacher or pupil who learned John 3:16 
he sent a Gospel of John. For learning 
fifteen more verses, he gave a Gospel 
pencil with a Scripture verse on it, In 
this way Mr. Hunter hoped that the 
Word of God would enter the homes of 
the children. It did. Thousands of 
homes, which otherwise would never 
hear the Gospel, have been reached in 


_this way, and the number is constantly 


increasing. 

The plan goes on, offering the en- 
rollees a New Testament for learning. an 
additional thirty-five verses, and. a 
Christian storybook for each . set of 
fifty. verses learned thereafter, up ,to 
four hundred verses in all. Then a good 
quality leather-bound Bible is. offered 
for one hundred more verses, five hun- 
dred in all. In addition, some states 
offer a week of summer Bible. camp for 
the total of five hundred verses. Now 
and then enrollees may earn further 
special awards of such. books as “First 
Words to Young Christians,” by Rebert 
Boyd, and “The Power of .the Surren- 
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dered Life,” by J. Wilbur Chapman: For 
those who finish the first five hundred 
verses there is also second, third, fourth, 
fifth year work by which they can earn 
the camp award repeatedly. In the 
State of Iowa we had some fifth-year 
campers last summer. 

The plan of staggering awards has 
the advantage of keeping the children 
at the arduous task of memorizing. Dur- 
ing the last school year, 1,056 children 
memorized five hundred verses in the 
Rural Bible Crusade. While some have 
deprecated the idea of memorizing 
Scriptures for awards, two things are 
distinctly in favor of it as this plan is 
operated by the Crusade: it gets the 
job done; and, every award given is 
in the form of more Scripture. Every 
storybook given is not only presenting 
the Word of God, but also strong per- 
sonalities who love the Bible. Country 
youth have very little opportunity to 
get acquainted with real Christian 
leaders. Nevertheless, like any other 
children, they have their hero-worship- 
ing age, and will follow the example 
of heroes presented to them. For the 
most part such heroes are found in the 
modetn comic strip and moving picture 
theater. Now, for the first time in 
many of their lives, country boys and 
gitls have before them Christian heroes 
who find forgiveness of sin and peace 
with God. Their new heroes grow in 
grace and engage in soul-winning, and 
eventually become missionaries. The 
importance of such reading during 
this impressionable age cannot be over- 
emphasized. It is evident that a child, 
having memorized four hundred Bible 
verses, and lived through ‘seven Chris- 
tian. storybooks (and they will read 
them and earn them), can never be the 
Same after such an experience. It 
really is not hard to lead such a child 
to a saving knowledge of Christ! 

One of the outstanding features of the 
Rural Bible Crusade is the follow-up 
plan. Each child that is saved through 
the memorization of the Bible, and each 
one who has memorized five hundred 
verses becomes a permanent Crusader. 
His name is kept in a separate, permanent 
file, and a monthly letter of encourage- 
ment to go on with the Lord reaches 
him regularly. To the unsaved, we send 
tracts and suggestions to attend Sunday 
school and revival meetings. To those 
who have been born again, we suggest 
a ptogram’ of personal soul-winning and 
uniting: witk some body of Christians 
of like precious faith. The best follow- 
up work comes in the vacation Bible 
school and summer Bible camps. Sum- 
tmertime is harvest season in the Rural 
Bible ‘Crusade. ‘Nearly every one of 
our “five-hundred-versers” fhat come to 
Bible school or camp professes Christ 
as Saviour, and, of course, so:'do many 
others ‘who have learned a- lesser num- 
ber ‘of verses. - 

At this point, we should make a plea 
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for vacation Bible school teachers. In 


- one section of Ifinois,. comprised of four 


counties, there were eighty-five rural 
communities where we could have held 
vacation Bible schools of twelve pupils 
or more. The Rural Crusade could have 
placed - twelve hundred teachers last 
summer had they been available. Truly, 
the fields are white to harvest, but the 
laborers are few. Will you not join us 
in prayerito the Lord of the harvest for 
vacation Bible school teachers? 

The summer Bible camps crown the 


-efforts of the year. While only about 


one-third of those who learn five hun- 
dred verses get to go te camp, this one- 
third becomes a great potential in the 
missionary enterprise of the years just 
ahead. Nearly one hundred per cent 
of our campers have the desire to be- 
come missionaries, or full-time minis- 


ters of the Gospel. At camp, the boys 


and girls have the opportunity both to 
testify to their new birth, and also to 
imbibe the spirit of soul-winning and 
missionary activity. Classes are de- 
signed to teach the Christian life to new 
converts, and to. lead them in an active 
life of soul-winning when they return 
to their homes. The fruitfulness of this 
ministry is proved by the hundreds of 
letters our missionaries receive from 
these children. 

George, aged thirteen, in North Da- 
kota, who earned his Bible and camp 
last summer, expressed the value of 
camp in.a letter: “It did wonders td 
me to know how God will bless a per- 
son when he is going on the right track, 
especially for Him. I’m glad that I’m 
saved, and if you don’t tell others about 
it, you won't get any farther than you 
started.” : 


‘A sixth-grader wrote, saying: “I’ve 
not gotter® along so well lately in win- 
ning any souls to Christ, but ‘I’ve not 
given up, though. [I’ve got four just 
about won to Christ.” Another letter 
contains this paragraph: “There are 
at least fifty kids in our school who 
don’t know Christ. I’m going to see how 
many I can win before camp next year.” 
Another pupil says, “I have taught all 
the pupils in our school the songs and 
choruses we learned at camp.” 

The Bible memory program appeals 
to teachers and county superintendents 
as well, One teacher writes that it has 
solved her discipline problems. A 
county superintendent says, “The people 
in. this county are different since you 
came in here with the Rural Bible Cru- 
sade. Mapy who never attended church 
before do so now.” In several instances 
our workers have been asked to present 
the progranr at the teachers’ institutes. 
The percentage of enrollment refiects 
this enthusiasm. In Ward County, North 


. Dakota, our missionary reports having 


enrolled ninety-eight schools out of a 
hundred. In Kansas, our missionaries 
averaged more than ninety per cent of 
the ‘schools contacted personally. 
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In the matter of organization the Rural 
Bible Crusade is a fellowship of a num- 
ber of states, each with a separate or- 
ganization. The national office, located 
at Wheaton, IIl., serves in opening new 
states and as a clearing house. for — 
workers and materials. 

The national office supports workers 
in new states for a period of about three 
months, until the state can become self- 
supporting. Through the interested ef- 
forts of the students and some of the 
faculty of Wheaton College we enroll 
states to be opened by correspondence, 
preparatory to placing full-time, -resi- 
dent rmhissionaries in them. The work 
of the Rural Bible Crusade is supported 
by free-will offerings of interested ‘indi- 
viduals and groups. Many churches of 
nearly all denominations favor this type 
of Christian work. It is giving the Bible 
and the Bible alone to the neglected 
rural children of America. It carries 
the Word of God right into the homes 
of these children, many thousands of 
whom never go to church. The need 
in our beloved land is appalling. We 
have found communities where Chris- 
tian ministers have not been in twenty- 
five years—but with “Watch Tower” 
false-teaching literature in nearly every 
home! 

The Rural Bible Crusade has state 
directors in Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Iowa, 
Missouri, Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, 
Squth Dakota, North Dakota, Minnesota, 
and Wisconsin. Last fall, student workers 
in Wheaton College also enrolled by cor- 


_ Tespondence the states of Idaho, New 


Mexico, and Arizona. Further informa- 
tion may be secured by writing ‘the 
Rural Bible Crusade, National, Box, 269, 
Wheaton, Ii. 
Waeaton; Ix. 
we 
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Kumi's Courage 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


N KUMI’S village in Central Africa 

the goats had been shut in for the 
night, but the boys and girls were still 
awake. They were having a party for 
Kumi'’s little sister Amba, who had ‘come 
home from school for the ‘holidays. In 
the open space by the big campfire the 
children danced around, playing ‘games 
and telling stories. Amba was, of course, 
the ‘star of the party, and was eagerly 
telling some of the new stories she ‘had 
heard at school. 

Then, somehow, she must have edged 
too close to the fire, for she stumbled 
and fell right across the burning logs. 
The boys dragged her out and the flames 
were quickly put out, but poor little 
Amba was badly burned.’ No one knew 
what was best to do; her parents were 
quite ignorant, and the various remedies 
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which the neighbors applied seemed to 
add to her suffering. - 

“Oh, if only I were at my school,” 
moaned Amba, “the kind nurse there 
would soon make me better. She has all 
sorts of wonderful medicine.” 

But it was a moonless night, and no 
one was willing to brave the darkness 
and terrors of the jungle woods to reach 
the distant town. Poor Amba must bear 
her pain till daylight, and her cries and 
tears were distressing: as she kept on 
begging someone to go for the nurse 
at her school. 

At last Kumi could stand it no longer, 
and he made up his mind to try to go 
alone. 

“Why should I be afraid?” he said. 
“The Lord Jesus is with me. He will 
save me from evil spirits and keep me 
from all dangers.” 

Kumi dared not tell his parents lest 
they should stop him, for they did not 
share his simple faith in God, and he 
was their only son. Slipping away amidst 
the general fuss and noise in the hut he 
ran off into the darkness with his dog 
Esa that always went with him every- 
where. 

Kumi felt rather frightened as he 
reached the dark forest, and he had to 
sing and shout to keep up his courage. 
Over and over he repeated, “Jesus is 
with me, and He is all-powerful. He 
will take care of me. It’s silly to be 
frightened of the dark.” 

Nevertheless when Kumi saw a faint 
twinkle of light through the dense jungle 
he felt overwhelmed with thankfulness 
and relief. It was so unexpected to come 
across anyone traveling at night, but 
at last he came up to a man who had 
lost his way in the forest. 

He was a stranger from a distant vil- 
lage who had been called to a dying 
brother in the town to which Kumi was 
going, so together they plodded along, 
each very thankful for the other’s com- 
pany in the darkness. Kumi felt quite 
sure God his Heavenly Father had al- 
lowed the stranger to lose his way so 
as to provide him with a much-needed 
companion. 

“Please stop a moment while I kneel 
down to thank the Lord in Heaven.” 

“What do you mean, little brother?” 
said the man in surprise, and then Kumi 
told him: 

“Jesus was with me in the darkness, 
He helped me to go on and be able to 
overcome my fears. I just could not 
have done so alone.. I nearly turned 
back once or twice I was so frightened 
inside.” 

The stranger listened in surprise, for 
he thought it wonderful for a small boy 
to. venture through the night even 
though Kumi told him about his poor 
little sister. 

At last, at dawn, they reached the 
town, and Kumi. got the kind African 
nurse. to set out on her bicycle at once. 
». Oh, how thankful Kumi was on his 
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return to know that his journey had 
probably saved his much ‘loved sister 
from bécoming'a' cripple! Her legs were 
both so badly’ burned that only prompt 
treatment and medical care saved Amba 
from losing. the use of them, and for 
many weeks she had:to be in the hos- 
pital. 

Kumi knew then that he had indeed 
been helped to face the terrors of the 
night journey to save Amba, for the 
nurse told him he might easily have 
lost his sister, the shock of the burns 
had been so great. 

She praised. him for his bravery, and 
his parents, hearing how God had helped 
and strengthened - his: courage, became 
at last true followers of the same won- 
derful Lord Jesus. 


“WortHine, Sussex, Enc. 











On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn te these 
pages te plan. their buying. Thus they 
know what te buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your work in 
| the.churech or Sunday school Why not 
plan yeur purchases with the help of 
these columns? 























QUO) LOANCLNNOLNOANO 1 





WANG NGA NGG) 








\e 


; THE BAPTIST BIBLE INSTITUTE | 
4 AND SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY | 
is OF GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN : 
5 A school providing sound Biblical, training : 
= | through four departments : 
| * Two-year Pre-Theological course : 
5 * Three-year Theological course Kc 
* Two-year Bible institute course $ 
= * Evening school — Bible institute course % 
5 Approved for full benefits for veterans under a G. I. Bill of Rights is 
5 Founded on 
TES Grounded in } THE WORD OF GOD 

“4 Bounded by 


BORO 


811 Wealthy Street, S. E. 


BUTE 









AV 78 ONAN IOAN 





NPAC NOLO, 


Write for catalog -. 


ve, ve\, (aie 4\\ 8) (@ 





OL VOLO VOL OL OVO VOL OL Ort) 


- 


Grand Rapids 6, Michigan 





qa ONAN YON aN aN eNienii/e\ 








March 9, 1946 


Does Kagawa Teach 
Trve Christian Doctrine? , 
(Continued from second page) © 


“Buddhists, Mohammedans, Christians 
— these are not Love’s divisions.” 


“Belief in evolution is faith in the pro- 
gressive entrance into an ever-éxpand- 
ing freedom — from ‘seed to shoot, bud 
to flower, from anthropoid to hunian, 
from man to,son of God. What a cour- 
ageous faith! . .'. Belief in evolution 
is a bolder faith than Abraham’s belief 
in the Promised Land. His land was the 
lean country of Palestine; the Promised 
Land of evolution is growth from elec- 
tron to Divinity.” 


“We donot know in what form the 
Resurrection did come. Whether it was 
in the flesh as the Gospels teach, or in 
the spiritual body as Paul tells us, makes 
no difference. Anyway, Jesus was truly 
revived in the hearts of the disciples.” 

“Jesus thought that when the con- 
science is keen, God will naturally grow 
in the soul.” 


“Jesus experienced God as the For- 
giver of sins.” 


“Christ is the summit of evolution.” 


“Jesus Himself is an examplé, and His 
movement may be considered as an un- 
successful revolution based on the prin- 
ciple of non-resistance.” 


“Jesus Himself thought that if He did 
not die, He would be too ashamed of 
Himself to go on.” 


Rumor sometimes makes Fundamen- 
talists out of leading Modernists, as 
though they had changed their views. 
But if any Liberal; who had helped to 
undermine the ‘faith of others in his 
public ‘speaking and published writ- 
ings, saw. the error of his -ways 
and’ repented humbly before God, the 
only right thing for him to do would 
be to repudiate his earlier, insidious at- 
tacks on God’s truth.. But the Tovwes 
knows of no outstanding Liberal, who 
has done this, and'has no reason: to sup- 
pose that Kagawa regrets what he said - 


ten years ago. 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bibie Readings ra x the Internstiensl 
Lessons, issued y International 
Sunday. School Salah Committee. 


March 18 to 24 


Mon.—1 Samuel 1:10-18. : 
A Good Woman’s Prayer. 


Prayer Succestions: “She was in bit- 
terness of soul, and prayed unto the 
Lord, and wept sore.. And:she vowed 
a vow.” Effectual preyer has in it sev- 
eral elements. Some of these are men- 
tioned in the above text.. In addition to 
deep feeling, prayer has faith in God 
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The Sunday School Times: $2.25 per year; 
$1.75, five or more copies to same or sep- 
arate addresses. Canada: add 25 cents; 
foreign: add 50 cents. 


The Sunday School Times Co, 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 





of the practical sort seen in Hannah's 
prayer. She bowed and vowed. In these 
two acts of faith we see those qualities 


that make real prayer. A good woman’s . 


prayer has Heaven-moving power. Nu- 
merous examples are found in the Scrip- 
tures. Prayers of our mothers were 
never more needed than now. Pray for 
a revival of weekly cottage prayer meet- 
ings for revival. 


Tues.—1 Samuel 2:18-26. 
A Little Child Serves God. 
Prayer ‘Succestions: “Samuel minis- 
tered before the Lord, being a child.” 
Little folks have a big mission. : When 
they are. taken away they leave an ach- 
ing’ void no one else can ever fill. The 
children of the Bible played a great part 


in the lives of many people. Sometimes, 


whole nations were affected helpfully by 
their ministry. Moses, Solomon, and above 
all Christ Jesus our Lord, were born to 
bless mankind. Pray Yer the children in 
your home, neighborhood, and city. Pray 
to be helpful to them in the way of 
righteousness. 
Wed.—1t Samuel 3:10-21. ; 
God Speaks Through Samuel. 

Prayer. Stccestions: “And Samuel 
grew, and the Lord was with him, and 
did let none of his words fall to the 
ground.” There is nothing that shows 
people that God is with us in deed and 
in truth more than His blessing upon 
our words and works. The words of a 
righteous man -are like ‘a fountain‘ of 
water, and’ his works are like’ fruitful 
trees planted by a river of water. ‘The 
blessed man finds that “whatsoever he 
‘doeth shall prosper?” Godin the life 
“means a life of blessing. Pray for more 
tokens of God’s presence in your life. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 7:3-12. 

A Prophet Prays for His People. 
‘ Prayer Svuocestions: “And Samuel 
cried unto the Lord for Israel; and: the 
Lord heard him.” Note the word “a-n-d.” 
That word connects Samuel’s prayer 
with his sacrifice which set forth the 
death of Christ by which we have peace 
with God. ‘His prayer was based upon 
the blood-shedding sacrifice for sin to 
be offered once for all by our’ Lord. In 
a word Samuel prayed in His name, and 
we are to do the same. Because Christ 
humbled Himself unto death He obtained 
a name that is above every name. When 
we pray in Christ’s name we pray really 
on the ground of His atonement for sin. 
God who answered Samuel as he stood 
by that sacrifice will hear us when‘we 
take our place beneath the cross of Jesus. 
Pray that your prayers may have Christ’s 
sacrifice and intercessions as their main 
plea. 


Fri.—1 Samuel 7:13-17. 

; A Prophet Judges His People. 

Prayer Succestions: “And Samuel 
judged Israel all_the days’ of his life.” 
The spiritual man judges all things in 
the light of God’s Word. His judgment 
is, therefore, not his own but that of 
the just and holy God, who gave that 
Word. A true estimate of men and 
things is only possible when it is accord- 
ing to the Scriptures. Live in the word 
of wisdom and you will have wisdom. 
Go by God’s Book more than by a look. 
The scales.of God are eternally accurate. 
Weigh yourself, and everything, in them. 


Pray that you may have an understanding « 


heart, and then pray as you study the 
infinite wisdom of God in the Bible. 


Sat.—Psalm 111. 
. A People Praising Ged for His Works. 
Prayer Succestions: “He hath made 
his wonderful works to be remembered.” 
Meditate on God’s works of creation, 
providence, and grace.. While you are 
musing, the fire of praise and thanks- 
giving will begin to warm your heart 
with rising doxologies. . Forget not all 
His benefits to yourself, your family, 
your church, and nation. God who has 
showed us the power of His works 
should be praised for therm privately and 
in public. Lift a song of praise to God 
today. Pray for a heart to perceive 
God’s glorious and gracious works. 


Sun.—Psalm 85. 
A People Remembering God’s Mercies. 
Prayer Succestions: “Lord, thou hast 
been favourable.” List -your mercies. 
The Psalmist did so here. Thé list con- 
tains the following items: “Thou hast 
brought back the captivity,” “forgiven 
the iniquity of thy people,” “taken away 
thy wrath,” “turned thyself from the 
fierceness of thine ‘ariger’". Take time 
for remembering the mercies of God to 
Ygurself, your dear ones, to the church, 
and the nation. «Pray for a truly thank- 
ful heart. 
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Conservative Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society 
203 N. Wabash Ave. Chicago 1, Ill. 
A Fundamental Mission Society created by 
Baptist people and churches, with fields and 

opportunities that girdle the globe. 
“An investmont in the C.B.F.M.S. is an 
investment to speed His Coming.” 


Pres. W. T. Taylor Treas. L. Cedric Peterson 





Dallas Theological Seminary 
An interd tional seminary offering a 
euaad theological course for college grad- 
uates. Biblical, conservative, premillennial. 
Graduate school standards. Accredited. 

Approved for veterans. 
Address: Registrar 3909 Swiss Ave., Dallas 4, Texas 


THE INDIA MISSION 


412 W 8th Elyria, Gite 
me se nt 
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“Write to Jor fuller information. 























CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


One wanted in every commnaiy to sell the Bible Way 
Series —the little books with BIG MESSAGES. Fuse. 
pects buy on sight. Have brought ye. coartert ane 
inspiration » A more than a million. 
, meditation. Tider Th eg Bibl 

o Know Roe. Bible Way to Answered 
Pray the Bible Way. Quick sales; big profits — every 
home a prospect. Write for our generous agents’ offer. 


BIBLION PUBLISHERS, 185 N. Wabash, Dept. SS, Chicage 1 








PROPHECY 


MONTHLY handbook of World Events in the 
of the 


light of God's —— with 
most thought. Pre- 


le prophetic 

pared by Research Staff of American 
ic League, Inc. Keith L. Brooks and Howard 
W. Kellogg, editors. For many years appreci- 
ated by Bible teachers the world around 
because of its dynamic information, its sane 
presentation end conviction-laiden articles. 
$1 is the subscription price, and you'll won- 
der why you didn’t have it before. 

J 


Address PROPHECY, Box BB, Sta. Eagle 
Les Angeles 41, Calif. 

THE MEXICAN INDIAN MISSION 
A Pioneer Work 

Bible Centered Interd. instienal 
Sustained by Prayer 
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in ur tri ore 
Indians have bewn won to Christ. 


Pictorial information folder sent on request. 

DR. JAMES G. DALE, Director 
Tamazunchaie, S. 1. P. - - - ° Moexice 
REV. SEAT GARSON, Gee Saibetny 
Bex 2se - - Strattord, New Jersey 
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101 Moody Graduates 


went to the Mission Field 


year 


That’s the 1945 record ... one hundred one additions to 
the long list of foreign missionaries trained at Moody... 
2,652 to date, with 1,815 im active service. In addition... 


of the 174 August graduates, 108 are pledged to the 
mission field! 
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The Institute missions course provides practical prep- 
aration for a missionary's strenuous life . . . first of all, 
thorough Bible instruction . . . then, a survey of best 
ways to meet specific problems of specific fields . . . 
and training in skills that make a missionary self- 
sustaining under difficult conditions, including elemen- 
tary medicine and dentistry for men and nursing for 
women, Of special interest is the work in phonetics, 
which enables the missionary to conquer . . . and 
record .. . native dialects with greater ease. Then 
there is the actual soul-winning experience obtained 
in city streets, hospitals and jails . . . students are home 


missionaries while still in school! 
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Whe Pays 


«+» for this tuition- 
free training? That 


Christians all over the world who 
give sacrificially to support this work. 

- THE INSTITUTE IS NOT.RICH ,,. less than 
3 per cent of its income is from endowment. By far the greater 





part must come from individual gifts... and the average gift last year 


was $19.36. This means that the gifts of many thousands of Christians are needed each year 
for the Institute's very existence! Can we count on yours? 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Write Dept. S 1041 
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